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April 25, 2025
Key Takeaways
. Virginia confirmed its first measles case of 2025, related to

international travel.

. 84 measles cases were reported nationally last week. 30
states have reported cases in 2025.

. Clade | mpox was detected in Greenville, NC wastewater
samples.

« US infrastructure received a ‘C’ grade from the ASCE, the
highest grade in the report card’s 27 year history.

. Some specialized CDC labs have paused taking samples
following layoffs.

Key Figures

A Shifting Tornado Alley
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Tornado alley has moved east and south since 1950. Rather than
Oklahoma and Kansas, the highest tornado densities have moved into
western Kentucky and Tennessee, and Mississippi. Through Apr 7,
Mississippi accounted for a fifth of 2025 tornados.

Image source: Scientific American.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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HPAI HS5N1

1,031

HPAI H5N1 detections in US
cattle herds as of Apr 25.

Feb 17

The date when the latest
human H5N1 case was
reported in the US.

Measles
884

Measles cases reported in
the US in 2025, across 25
states as of Apr 24.

Fire Season
April 30

Virginia’s spring fires season
ends. Fall fire season begins
Oct 15.
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-new-tornado-alley-has-been-hyperactive-this-year/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/wyoming-reports-its-first-human-h5n1-avian-flu-infection
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

US Measles Cases 2025
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Data source: CDC.

. Virginia confirmed its first 2025 measles case in
the Northwest region. The patient, a child under age
5, had recently traveled internationally. Potential
exposures occurred at two health clinics on Apr 15 &
16.

Montana reported 5 cases among unvaccinated
children and adults exposed while traveling outside
of the state. lllinois also reported a case. Officials
there did not note the exposure source but noted the
risk of community transmission remains low.

Models suggest measles is likely to become
endemic at current vaccination rates, generating
over 850,000 cases over 25 years. A 10% drop in
MMR vaccination rates could result in 10 - 12 million
cases over 25 years.
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- Respiratory illness activity is minimal and
trending downward in Virginia, and is low or
minimal in all Virginia regions. However, test
positivity for rhinovirus/enterovirus and human is
increasing nationally.

« Gl illness accounts for 10.56% of emergency
visits in Virginia, just a touch above threshold
of 10.53%. However, Gl illness activity is at or
below threshold in all Virginia regions.

. Vietham reported an HS5N1 case with
encephalitis in an 8-year old girl with
underlying health conditions. The child had
been in contact with ‘mass death’ of chickens.

« An H5Nx virus that could switch to human
receptor binding with a single mutation
circulated in 2016. Researchers examined two
strains isolated in 2016. The other required
more complex changes.

- Clade | mpox was detected in multiple North

Carolina wastewater samples in late March
and early April in Greenville NC. The specific
clade (la or Ib) was not mentioned in the report,
though officials discussed spread in Africa
mostly through heterosexual contact, which
more closely matches clade 1b.

False Claims About Measles and Vaccines

M Definitely true I Probably true M Probably false

1 R R

The measles, mumps, rubella vaccines,
also known as the MMR vaccines have
been proven to cause autism in children

Getting the measles vaccine is more

Definitely false

dangerous than becoming infected with I_ 43%

measles

Vitamin A can prevent measles infections I_ 27%

A KFF survey found widespread confusion around false claims related to measles, with fewer than
half stating each of three false claims were definitely false. Acceptance of false claims varied by
racelethnicity, education, and political affiliation of respondents. Image source: KEF

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/food-safety-in-virginia/foodborne-diseases-and-outbreaks/foodborne-disease-data/gi-report/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2025-news-releases/virginia-health-officials-confirm-first-2025-measles-case-in-the-state/
https://dphhs.mt.gov/News/2025/April/MeaslesCasesConfirmedinMontana
https://www.illinois.gov/news/press-release.31199.html
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/article-abstract/2833361
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://news.laodong.vn/suc-khoe/be-gai-8-tuoi-bi-viem-nao-do-virus-cum-gia-cam-h5n1-1493618.ldo
https://www.pnas.org/doi/10.1073/pnas.2419800122
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/2025/04/22/mpox-found-wastewater-north-carolina-ncdhhs-urges-public-and-providers-be-alert
https://www.ncdhhs.gov/news/press-releases/2025/04/22/mpox-found-wastewater-north-carolina-ncdhhs-urges-public-and-providers-be-alert
https://www.kff.org/health-information-and-trust/poll-finding/kff-tracking-poll-on-health-information-and-trust-the-publics-views-on-measles-outbreaks-and-misinformation/
https://www.kff.org/health-information-and-trust/poll-finding/kff-tracking-poll-on-health-information-and-trust-the-publics-views-on-measles-outbreaks-and-misinformation/
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Spotlight

The 2025 Report Card for
America’'s Infrastructure
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Despite 8 of 16 categories receiving a ‘D’ range
score, 2025 is the first year no categories
received a ‘D-’ grade. Image source: ASCE

Other News

- CDC labs for antimicrobial STIls and genomic
hepatitis surveillance are no longer accepting
samples due to recent layoffs. In both cases, all
scientists at the lab were laid off.

5,000 NJ residents were evacuated due to
wildfires, but returned home Wednesday. The
wildfire, which is 60% contained as of Friday
morning, covers over 15,300 acres. Low humidity
and drought facilitated spread. Smoke from the
fires may impact Virginia over the weekend.

Two of four hospitals in Delaware County PA
will close due to bankruptcy, prompting an
emergency_declaration. Emergency departments
are on diversion and inpatients are transferring to
other facilities. The county had been working to
keep the hospitals open but a collapsed deal lead
to the sudden closures.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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America’s infrastructure earned a ‘C’ grade according
to the American Society of Civil Engineers. The Report
Card for America’s Infrastructure is released every four
years. The ‘C’ grade is a step up from 2021's ‘C-’ grade,
itself the first score above the ‘D’ range since the first
report in 1998. The report cited funding in the US
Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, now in flux, as a
key driver of the improvement.

$9.1 trillion is needed for all report card categories to
reach ‘a state of good repair’ according the report.
Without disruption, the report forecasts $5.4 ftrillion in
public and private infrastructure investment will occur over
the next ten years, leaving a gap of $3.7 trillion. The report
recommends sustained investment, prioritizing resilience,
and advancements in policy and innovation to improve
scores.

In its 2022 report, Virginia received a ‘C’ grade. States
are scored on a rolling basis. Virginia’s bridge and solid
waste categories earned ‘B’ range scores, while
wastewater earned the only ‘D’ range score. Only three
states (GA, UT, WI) scored a higher, ‘C+’ grade. Virginia
also ranks 3rd in the infrastructure category in CNBC'’s
Top States for Business ranking.

- The CDC reported 8,064 pertussis cases in
2025 through Apr 23, more than twice the number
reported for the same period in 2024. Decreased
vaccination rates and vaccine effectiveness
underlay the increase.

US Tornados, Jan - Apr, since 1950

The US has had 548 tornados so far in 2025, well
above the 338 average for the Jan-Apr period since
1950. Virginia has historically seen its highest number
of tornados Apr-Jun. Image source: NOAA
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https://infrastructurereportcard.org/
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/making-the-grade/report-card-history/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3684
https://www.governing.com/politics/what-trumps-infrastructure-announcements-mean-for-states
https://www.reuters.com/sustainability/climate-energy/us-judge-orders-immediate-thaw-climate-infrastructure-funds-politico-reports-2025-04-15/
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Full-Report-2025-Natl-IRC-WEB.pdf
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/state-item/virginia/
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/story-map/
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/story-map/
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/07/11/virginia-americas-top-state-for-business-nations-best-schools-solid-infrastructure.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2024/07/11/us-states-best-infrastructure-georgia-arizona-virginia.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/2025/04/18/cdc-layoffs-rfk-jr-sexually-transmitted-diseases/
https://apnews.com/article/new-jersey-wildfire-smoke-ny-air-quality-67b146ae19bef2cb111d7efc3d0b563d
https://pix11.com/news/local-news/new-jersey/nj-wildfire-is-60-contained-grew-slightly-overnight/
https://apnews.com/article/wildfire-new-jersey-evacuations-garden-state-parkway-54b9d32e868a12be0556f2631975e552
https://www.12onyourside.com/2025/04/24/smoke-new-jersey-wildfires-could-make-its-way-virginia/
https://www.cbsnews.com/philadelphia/news/crozer-emergency-departments-closed-delaware-county/
https://delcopa.gov/publicrelations/releases/2025/prospectbackruptcystatment2.html
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Grades-One-Sheet-2025-Natl-IRC.pdf
https://www.nbcnews.com/health/health-news/whooping-cough-surges-vaccines-decline-us-rcna201853
https://www.weather.gov/cae/tornadobymonth.html
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/tornadoes/time-series/4/4?fatalities=false

