Situation Update 7/ VIRGINIA
Office of Emergency Preparedness VD H::
May 05, 2025

Key Takeaways

- Hurricane Preparedness Week is next week. Colorado State w
University forecasts and above-normal Atlantic hurricane 1.048
season. ’
HPAI H5N1 detections in US
. Virginia expanded its list of potential exposure sites related to cattle herds as of May 2.
its single measles case. The list now includes additional areas
of a health clinic identified in the initial notification. Feb 17

. 51 measles cases were reported nationally last week. 30 The date when the latest
human H5N1 case was

states have reported cases in 2025. Chicago and Dallas reported in the US.
reported cases this week. D

. The Global Virus Network published a ‘call-to-action’ to
address the H5N1 outbreak in North America. M
- Delayed reporting of another incident at the Richmond water 935
treatment plant extends concerns. Measles cases reported in

the US in 2025, across 30
states as of May 1.

Key Figures

Measles Cases in 2025 through Apr 18 Hurricanes

June 1

The beginning of the Atlantic
Hurricane Season.
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Canada, the United States and Mexico are all experiencing large
measles outbreaks. Image source: WHO.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for Page 1
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.


https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/2025-news-releases/virginia-health-officials-confirm-first-2025-measles-case-in-the-state/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/chicago-and-dallas-areas-report-measles-cases
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON565
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/avian-influenza-bird-flu/wyoming-reports-its-first-human-h5n1-avian-flu-infection
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/climo/
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/climo/
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

« The CDC rated the risk for widespread measles
transmission as low due to high population-level
immunity in the US. Larger outbreaks typically
occur following importation into close-knit
communities with low vaccination rates. In addition
to the West Texas outbreak, large outbreaks have
previously been linked to schools and shelters
among populations with low vaccination coverage.

. As of Apr 17th, 82% of cases were linked to the
West Texas outbreak. According to the |atest
data, 13% of cases were hospitalized, including
23% of cases under 5 years old. This week,
Arkansas reported community spread. Kansas
reported nine new cases, a 25% increase over the
previous week.

« WHO reports an 11-fold increase in measles
cases in the Region of the Americas compared
to 2024. As of Apr 18, there were 2,318 cases in
six countries. 99% of cases were in Canada
(46%), the US (35%) and Mexico (18%).
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- Respiratory illness activity is minimal and
trending downward in Virginia, and is low or
minimal in all Virginia regions. However, test
positivity for rhinovirus/enterovirus and human
metapneumovirus is increasing nationally.

« Gl illness accounts for 10.56% of emergency
visits in Virginia, a touch above the threshold.
Gl illness activity is at or below threshold in all
Virginia regions with the exception of Northern
Virginia, where it is just above threshold.

- A global network of virologists issued a ‘call-to-action’ to address the pandemic potential of H5N1 in
North America. Noting widespread transmission among multiple species, the Global Virus Network called for
enhanced surveillance, improved biosecurity, and proactive measures to prevent widespread outbreaks.

Transmission of H5N1 clade 2.3.4.4b in US Dairy Cattle
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A new study shows how the initial bovine spillover of HSN1 spread among and between cattle, wild
birds, poultry and humans. This spread, along with within-host variation, elevates the risk of human

transmission. Two other spillover events of genotype D1.1 have been identified. Image source: Science.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.

Page 2


https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adq0900
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/food-safety-in-virginia/foodborne-diseases-and-outbreaks/foodborne-disease-data/gi-report/
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7414a1.htm?s_cid=mm7414a1_w
https://apnews.com/article/measles-outbreak-texas-rfk-vaccines-8cf4641b04731c713edb524ca943490c
https://minnesotareformer.com/2024/10/01/minneapolis-public-schools-vaccination-rates-plunged-prior-to-measles-outbreak/
https://www.chicago.gov/city/en/depts/cdph/provdrs/health_protection_and_response/news/2024/may/cdph-press-release-05-30-2024.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/74/wr/mm7414a1.htm?s_cid=mm7414a1_w
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://mcusercontent.com/5b2cc77ac8500bd8cbc32991c/files/e6bb93c4-7a85-67cc-2173-e5b4b741e051/05_01_Measles_Graphic.01.pdf
https://gvn.org/global-virus-network-issues-urgent-call-to-action-to-mitigate-the-rising-threat-of-h5n1-avian-influenza/
https://gvn.org/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2667193X25001103
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adq0900
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/news/program-update/aphis-identifies-third-hpai-spillover-dairy-cattle
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.adq0900
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Spotlight

Atlantic Hurricane Season Activity Indicators

Annual Averages by Decade . Hurricane Preparedness Week is May 4-10.
L — o UG 150 The Atlantic hurricane season is Jun 1 to Nov 30
b e and generally peaks in mid-Sep. Named storms
B ™ Tropical Cyclone Days 125 occasionally form outside of these dates,

00 however.

6O 3-(
é. . % . Colorado State University forecasts an above-
- g normal Atlantic Hurricane Season with 17 total
50 named storms, 9 hurricanes, and 4 major
2 hurricanes. The forecast calls for 50 days with a
= tropical storm, 26 with a Cat 1 or 2 hurricane, and
0 0 9 with a major (Cat 3+) hurricane. The season is
1OT0eTE0s TR B0 2o TagR0s expected to have a total Accumulated Cyclone
Twiw‘?‘ggﬁ:&nn"u%:ﬂ#;in ea?\:‘aicoalt:g:’l"gaﬂe AUE!EQG Annual Energy_(ACE) Index Of 155'
Grand Total Days Hurricane Days Days ACE Index

2 b 2 s z L « Generally, hurricane risks are highest in
i 2 2 = g U coastal areas, facing the direct threats of high
e L 2 1 - 122 winds and storm surge. However, tropical
The Accumulated Cyclone Energy (ACE) Index cyclones can cause damage far inland well after
accounts for cyclone strength, duration and they weaken. Inland threats include severe

frequency. It has been increasing steadily since the
1970s, which was a relatively calm period for the
Atlantic Basin. Data source: CSU

Other News

weather, tornados, and flash flooding.

. Nationwide power outages struck Spain, . Fluoride was released into Richmond’s water
Portugal, and parts of France Monday evening. during a pipe installation. Fluoride remained at
Up to 116 trains with 35,000 passengers were safe levels but connecting counties were not
stranded. Authorities are investigating 7 deaths informed about the error for four days.

related to the outage. Health systems and
hospitals were also impacted. The cause remains
under investigation.

- The Sudan Virus Disease outbreak in Uganda is
officially over following 42 days without a a new
case detection.

. The federal government is denying_disaster

aid more often according to some state officials. Public Views of Public Health Agencies .
Federal officials have emphasized support for Mostly Positve Mostly Nogative Enough to Say
‘truly catastrophic disasters’ with a larger role for The COC
states in other disasters. Meanwhile, new FEMA Your state public
. . . health departmant 60%
review processes are slowing some Helene relief TR
distribution in Southwest Virginia. heatth depariment NN
- A FIorid.a ferry crash re§ulteq in 1 death and Most people have positive views and trust
10 hospital transports, including transports by recommendations of public health agencies. However,
air. Several people were pulled from the water. small but significant minorities do not. Opinions vary

The ferry, with 45 people on board, was struck by by p °"t’ggﬂt?sfgﬁiﬁ%’e?,ng”%gfégegﬁ’% i have

a recreational vehicle and became stranded on a Image source: Harvard Chan.
sandbar following the incident.
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https://www.noaa.gov/hurricane-prep
https://www.wunderground.com/hurricane/articles/early-season-major-hurricanes
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e21b5681733d4e188199ab09279b98db
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accumulated_cyclone_energy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Accumulated_cyclone_energy
https://hazards.fema.gov/nri/hurricane
https://www.vaemergency.gov/aem/assets/hurricane-inland-guide.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/spain-power-outage-france-portugal-europe-grid-electricity-f091ffd3e51dfd3612edb2389eac1e11
https://elpais.com/economia/2025-04-28/los-trenes-paran-en-todo-el-pais-y-aena-atiende-un-nivel-minimo-de-vuelos.html
https://www.rtve.es/noticias/20250429/muerto-heridos-gran-apagon-electrico-investigan/16559113.shtml
https://www.euronews.com/health/2025/04/29/amid-major-outage-health-workers-in-spain-and-portugal-adapted-to-provide-urgent-care-with
https://www.bmj.com/content/389/bmj.r867
https://stateline.org/2025/04/25/trump-denies-disaster-aid-tells-states-to-do-more/
https://stateline.org/2025/04/25/trump-denies-disaster-aid-tells-states-to-do-more/
https://cardinalnews.org/2025/04/16/new-fema-review-process-muddies-the-timeline-for-disbursement-of-helene-recovery-funds/
https://cardinalnews.org/2025/04/16/new-fema-review-process-muddies-the-timeline-for-disbursement-of-helene-recovery-funds/
https://apnews.com/article/clearwater-florida-boat-crash-mass-casualty-0a1e5438e54aa0bb2d68f42721212df5
https://tropical.atmos.colostate.edu/Realtime/index.php?arch&loc=northatlantic
https://www.richmonder.org/counties-express-frustration-after-richmond-fails-to-communicate-water-error/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2025-DON566
https://hsph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/dBF-HSPH_100DaysPollReport_Apr-29-2025_final.pdf

