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Key Takeaways

« 22 measles cases were reported nationally last week. The
outbreak in Texas appears to be slowing, with just 4 cases
reported there last week.

« The WHO World Health Assembly approved the Pandemic
Agreement, but it still faces a long road and a significant
roadblock before it takes affect.

« Despite historic lows, a COVID-19 wave is possible this
summer.

. FDA officials announced a new approach to COVID-19
booster approvals.

Key Figures

National Weather Service Overnight Closures

Seven NWS local forecast offices have begun closing overnight,
with one more expected. Image source: WP.
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NOAA expects an above normal 2025 Atlantic hurricane season,
with 13-19 named storms, largely mirroring the forecast from
Colorado State University. Image source: NOAA

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
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HPAI H5N1
1,072

HPAI H5N1 detections in US
cattle herds as of May 23.

39

HPAI H5N1 detections in the
last 30 days in US cattle
herds as of May 23.

Measles
1,046

Measles cases reported in
2025 across 31 US states as
of May 22.

Tropical Weather

June 1

Atlantic hurricane season
begins.

Spotlight:
WHO Pandemic
Agreement
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.dshs.texas.gov/news-alerts/measles-outbreak-2025
https://www.washingtonpost.com/weather/2025/05/16/weather-service-offices-overnight-cuts-map/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/e21b5681733d4e188199ab09279b98db
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-predicts-above-normal-2025-atlantic-hurricane-season
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.noaa.gov/news-release/noaa-predicts-above-normal-2025-atlantic-hurricane-season
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

| As of May 22, 2025

R " States With Measles Cases | . The New Jersey DOH reported an exposure at
[to2 | | 2025 Outbreak Confirmed and Probable Cases ) a sold-out concert at Met Life Stadium on May

| Shates Afected

15. The open air football and soccer stadium has a

Trsnissicn Typs _ capacity of 50,000 for most concerts.
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. Canada has reported 1,846 measles cases,
including 346 in the prior week, in 2025 through
May 3. Ontario reported an additional 173 cases in
the week ending May 20. Ontario has reported
1,795 cases in its outbreak which began in
October. Mexico reports 1,152 cases in 2025
through May 16. Chihuahua, which borders Texas
and New Mexico, has 1,094 confirmed cases.
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Pandemic Center

FDA Regulatory Framework for

COoVID-19
. Gl iliness remains at or below threshold statewide. Respiratory
ilness is minimal statewide. However, test positivity for bR :fl:;’o:::::
rhinovirus/enterovirus and parainfluenza is increasing nationally. szmi?m

- Experts are on the lookout for increased COVID-19 activity this
summer. Although activity is at historic lows, the US has historically : :
experienced COVID waves in late summer. A muted winter season 10 il s i PR
may also indicate lower population immunity to newer variants. Cases
are currently rising in China, Singapore, Thailand and other Southeast
Asian nations, but severity is reportedly low.

Age 50-64 yr without risk factors for severe Covid-19
- The FDA Commissioner and an advisor laid out a new approach _ _ -
Estimated 18% of total U.S. population (61.2 million)

to COVID-19 vaccination. The approach ‘anticipates’ booster wil be eligible for postmarketing trials
recommendation for persons age 65+ and for those with specific high
risk conditions. Boosters for all other groups would require placebo-
based testing to demonstrate efficacy. The announcement came two o AT CpbSel
days before an FEDA expert advisory committee meeting. It is unclear

how the announcement fits into the usual, multi-step scientific review FDA officials estimate that between

i imati 100 and 200 million Americans will
and approval process or how it may affect fall vaccinations. have access to COVID-19 vaccines
under the new framework.

Image source: NEJM

- Brazil reported its first HPAI H5N1 detection in a commercial poultry farm, sparking poultry trade bans.
Brazil is the world’s largest chicken producer, accounting for 35% of global chicken trade. Brazil has also ruled
out 3 of 7 suspected human cases.

- HPAI was detected at an Arizona commercial layer facility affecting over 2 million birds. Officials note
that eggs from affected birds did not enter the food supply.
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https://mcusercontent.com/5b2cc77ac8500bd8cbc32991c/files/b8f6b5bf-ed31-e741-d2eb-8bac93d35d8e/05_22_Measls_Graphic_New.02.pdf
https://www.nj.gov/health/news/2025/approved/20250520a.shtml
https://pix11.com/news/local-news/nj-health-department-warns-of-measles-exposure-at-metlife-stadium/
https://www.metlifestadium.com/stadium/about-us
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/measles-rubella/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/M/24/measles-ontario-epi-summary.pdf
https://www.gob.mx/salud/documentos/situacion-epidemiologica-de-enfermedades-prevenibles-por-vacunacion
https://pandemics.sph.brown.edu/news/tracking-report-archive
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/brazil-confirms-first-outbreak-avian-influenza-commercial-farm-2025-05-16/
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGoAlo7ZiI/IM5BnWgFVnRmRGNpwOtX8g/edit
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/commercial-backyard-flocks
https://www.azfamily.com/2025/05/20/bird-flu-detected-poultry-maricopa-county-commercial-farm/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/food-safety-in-virginia/foodborne-diseases-and-outbreaks/foodborne-disease-data/gi-report/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/covid-19-low-activity-summer-rise-a8de51b8
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/covid-19-low-activity-summer-rise-a8de51b8
https://publichealth.jhu.edu/2024/why-covid-cases-rise-every-summer
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international/us/the-pandemic-isnt-over-new-covid-cases-are-on-the-rise-in-hong-kong-singapore-thailand-and-other-southeast-asian-countries-should-you-be-worried/articleshow/121214262.cms
https://www.scmp.com/yp/discover/news/hong-kong/article/3310701/covid-cases-surge-hong-kong-severity-declines-experts-urge-booster-jabs
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb2506929
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/wireStory/trump-officials-set-new-requirements-covid-vaccines-healthy-121990192
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/covid-19-vaccines-what-just-happened
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/fda-advisers-debate-covid-vaccine-recipe-amid-questions-about-fall-shots
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMsb2506929
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Spotlight

Key Elements of the Pandemic Agreement . The WHO’s World Health Assembly adopted the

o E . £ improved equity in - -
\ political engagement and E S T e first global P_andem_lc Agreement. The US began the
globalinclusivity W =gl countermeasures process of withdrawing from the WHO on Jan 20, and
(vaccines, therapeutics and thus will not be a party to the Agreement. However, the
diagnostics) . . .
Agreement has broad implications for global
sharing of monitoring data, .
L, established principles, H L[l geneticdats, ssmpes, surveillance, research, preparedness and response.
. priorities and targets ——— technology and their . . e
associated benefits . The Agreement must still be signed, ratified or
/2 strengthened national, = il e otherwise agreed to by §0 men‘!ber states bgfore it
- “ y|  regional and global @)/ thatconnects the health of takes effect. However, this step is paused until a key
A\ 3» Fesliance s -and capacitis S o ki annex establishing a Pathogen Access and Benefit-
~— to tackle - future pandemics <" Dlanet ’ g — g S
Sharing_System is finalized. That system will link
The Pandemic Agreement is a wide-ranging document shared pathogen information to shared benefits of
with the goal of “achieving equity in, for and through research and countermeasure development.

pandemic prevention, preparedness and response.’
Image source: ECC EU

Other News (® Seasonal Temperature Outlook &

Valid: Jun-Ju-Aug 2025
tssued: May 15, 2025

.« A car bomb damaged a fertility clinic in a
targeted attack in Palm Springs CA. The lone
suspect was killed and four others were injured. A
neighborhood was evacuated during a search of
the suspect’s residence due to risk of explosives.
Authorities are investigating the attack as an act
of terrorism but do not suspect an ongoing threat.

. The USDA suspended imports of live cattle,
horse and bison due to New World
Screwworm. NWS detections ‘exploded’ in
Panama from a 25 annual average to 6,500 in
2023 and have since spread northward to Mexico.

- ASPR issued an advisory on violence in or NOAA expects above normal heat and above normal

targeting healthcare facilities. The advisory rainfall across Virginia this summer.
notes that nearly 75% of 25,000 workplace Image source: NOAA
assaults reported annually occur in health care
settings. . CDC communication remains limited. Almost all
. . communications staff were laid off on April 1%,
- Weak A:tlantlc currents increase sea levels and locking the CDC out of most social media
flood risk along the East coast. Researchers accounts. New review processes centralized at
identified a decades-long cycle in AMOC currents. HHS are creating bottlenecks for other
Weak parts of the cycle were associated higher communication mediums.
seas and increased flooding. In addition to the
cycle, climate change may be causing long-term - NOAA continues to decommission numerous
weakening, even risking collapse of the AMOC, datasets, while lapses in funding and contract
though evidence is mixed for the latter. approval bottlenecks hamper other activities.
This cllocument includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These it'ems are. incIudeq for Page 3
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https://apnews.com/article/california-explosion-palm-springs-eb8887fbe5877a20a40916aba86554ea
https://abc7.com/post/twentynine-palms-neighborhood-evacuated-due-fbi-explosives-investigation-unclear-connected-palm-springs-explosion/16454069/
https://apnews.com/article/california-bombing-fertility-clinic-palm-springs-nihilistic-432bc3e3e2dd814ca4976232dd95be64
https://www.usda.gov/about-usda/news/press-releases/2025/05/11/secretary-rollins-suspends-live-animal-imports-through-ports-entry-along-southern-border-effective
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/cattle/ticks/screwworm/outbreak-central-america
https://view.connect.hhs.gov/?qs=afd3e7fe88f2bf8e34bba0328240bbf3d165ff03b4a58da775b349140daf8528d13ee56ac3ed6cf478dd46b51625010aa0fe2a73a423e072ae3f943070bd3c0a85d5215305140a1c0bc66047f7072ea2
https://www.science.org/doi/full/10.1126/sciadv.ads4419
https://oceanservice.noaa.gov/facts/amoc.html
https://oceanographicmagazine.com/news/amoc-atlantic-tipping-point-keeping-climate-stable-greatly-underestimated/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-08544-0
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_prcp.gif
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/long_range/lead01/off01_temp.gif
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/21/nx-s1-5387723/cdc-communications-cuts-social-media-public-health
https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/about/documents-reports/notice-of-changes?page=0
https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/about/documents-reports/notice-of-changes?page=0
https://thebulletin.org/2025/05/decommissioned-retired-paused-the-weather-climate-and-earth-science-data-the-government-doesnt-want-you-to-see/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/noaa-has-ground-to-a-halt-as-lutnick-has-left-contracts-unsigned/
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/noaa-has-ground-to-a-halt-as-lutnick-has-left-contracts-unsigned/
https://www.who.int/about/governance/world-health-assembly/the-who-and-the-wha-an-explainer
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA78/A78_10-en.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/withdrawing-the-united-states-from-the-worldhealth-organization/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/landmark-global-pandemic-agreement-adopted-by-world-health-organization-members-2025-05-20/
https://www.science.org/content/article/global-pandemic-treaty-finalized-without-us-victory-multilateralism
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/who-outlines-long-road-ahead-before-pandemic-agreement-comes-into-force/
https://verfassungsblog.de/the-future-of-pathogen-access-and-benefit-sharing-under-international-law/
https://verfassungsblog.de/the-future-of-pathogen-access-and-benefit-sharing-under-international-law/
https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/infographics/towards-an-international-treaty-on-pandemics/

