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Measles 

Measles cases  confirmed 
nationally in the week ending
Apr 30. 

22 

Gastrointestinal illness remains above threshold in Virginia.
Nationally, rotavirus and common cold viruses are increasing.
Virginia reported 4 new measles cases over the past two
weeks. The CDC warned of increased measles risk during the
summer travel season. 
The Health and Public Health sector is the top target for cyber
threats.
Virginia was affected by 8 ‘Billion Dollar Disasters’ in 2025, and
2 so far in 2026.

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

Federal Gov’t 

We Are Here

ED Visits for Tick Bites by Epi Week
United States

Tick season is off to a historic start, accounting for 115 of every
100K ED visits nationally during the week ending Apr 18. This

exceeds rates in this time of year since at least 2017. 
Image source:  CDC 

Virginia has been impacted by 126 disasters costing $1 Billion or
‌more since 1980. Only 8 states have been impacted by more

‌‘Billion Dollar Disasters’. Image Source:  CC 

Severe Weather 

3 
The average number of May
tornadoes that hit Virginia
over the past 25 years.

80% 
Share of the  CDC’s highest‌
positions  which are vacant. 

28% 
The chance of one or more
Billion Dollar Disasters
impacting Virginia each May,
most likely severe weather or
drought.

53% 
Share of survey respondents
stating they ‘tend to  trust 
federal statistics.’‌  

https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/mapping?years=1980-2025
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.cdc.gov/ticks/data-research/facts-stats/tick-bite-data-tracker.html
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/mapping?years=1980-2025
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/wcm/permonth_by_state/May.png
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00799-3/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736(26)00799-3/fulltext
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/climatology
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://ssrs.com/insights/the-publics-views-on-the-value-of-federal-statistics-2026/


Seasonal Illness 

In  Virginia, overall respiratory activity is
minimal and trending down‌, accounting for 9.3%
of ED visits‌.‌ Flu, COVID-19 and RSV activity are all
low and stable.  Nationally, respiratory illness
activity is very low.  However, test positivity for
common cold viruses (RV/EV and HMPV) is
increasing.

Flu vaccine coverage in nursing homes was
61% among residents, and 42% among health
care personnel during the 2024-25 season. By
comparison, coverage in the general population
age 75+ was 76%. For the 2023-24 season, it was
81% among health care personnel in acute care
hospitals.

Gastrointestinal illness is above threshold in
Virginia, accounting for 10.6% of ED visits, down
from 10.7% last week. GI illness is above threshold
in Central, Northern, and Southwest Virginia. 

Rotavirus Weekly Test and Percent Positivity
CDC NREVSS - National

Nationally, norovirus and rotavirus test positivity
remains elevated. Rotavirus positivity had a distinct

upward trend over the past several weeks.‌ ‌
Image Source:  CDC 
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 
The CDC reported 22  new measles cases  in the
US over the past week,‌ bringing the 2026 total to
1,814 cases across 36 US states.  Canada  reported
36 new cases last week.  Mexico  reported 488.‌ ‌

Virginia  reported 2 new measles cases this
week‌, bringing the 2026 total to 21 cases. 2 cases
were  reported  in Northwest Virginia on Apr 12 with
exposure sites in Stafford and Fredericksburg.‌

Utah  added 6 new cases last week. No other
state added more than 3 cases‌.‌ ‌

South Carolina’s  upstate outbreak officially
ended on Sunday.‌ 997 cases were recorded from
Oct 2025 to Mar 2026, including  21
hospitalizations . 95% of cases were in
unvaccinated individuals or those with unknown
status. 91% of cases were in children. The public
health response lasted for 30 consecutive weeks
and cost an estimated $2.1 million.‌

The CDC anticipates additional measles cases
during the  summer travel season , citing ongoing
transmission across North America. In a notice
sent to public health partners, the CDC provided
resources and pledged to support health
departments on request. 

Other Monitored Situations 

HPAI A(H5N1) was detected in five Idaho dairy herds on Apr 13, the first detections in livestock since Dec
2025, and the first in Idaho since Oct 2025. Nationally, there have been 17 detections in commercial and
backyard poultry flocks in the past 30 days. 

The WHO reports 13 human infections of zoonotic influenza from Jan 23 to Mar 31, 2026. 5 were
influenza A(H9N2) and 4 were influenza A(H5N1). 2 were swine flu. 11 of the cases occurred in Asia, 1 in
Brazil, and 1 in Italy linked to travel in Senegal. 

Mpox Cases in Africa

Madagascar’s outbreak currently accounts for all but
‌a few mpox cases in Africa. Image Source:  W‌HO

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/75/wr/mm7515a1.htm
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-health/food-safety-in-virginia/foodborne-diseases-and-outbreaks/foodborne-disease-data/gi-report/
https://www.cdc.gov/nrevss/php/dashboard/index.html
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/_w_65702eeabf1c4ba1a2ed828a51f2a871/#sec-afr
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/_w_65702eeabf1c4ba1a2ed828a51f2a871/#sec-afr
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/measles-rubella/
https://www.gob.mx/salud/documentos/situacion-epidemiologica-de-enfermedades-prevenibles-por-vacunacion-2026
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/public-relations-contacts/2026-regional-news-releases/2-measles-cases-nw-region/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://dph.sc.gov/news/dph-announces-end-measles-outbreak-upstate-997-cases
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/34945/South-Carolina-s-measles-outbreak-ends-after
https://publications.aap.org/aapnews/news/34945/South-Carolina-s-measles-outbreak-ends-after
https://files.constantcontact.com/0e0f2386001/07558ae0-b767-4bc9-b345-fafd23d78c57.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/commercial-backyard-flocks
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/influenza/human-animal-interface-risk-assessments/influenza-at-the-human-animal-interface-summary-and-assessment--from-23-january-to-31-march-2026.pdf
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/_w_65702eeabf1c4ba1a2ed828a51f2a871/#sec-afr
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/_w_65702eeabf1c4ba1a2ed828a51f2a871/#sec-afr


Healthcare and Public Health remains the top critical
sector targeted by cyber threats, including 460

ransomware and 182 data breaches reported in 2025.
Image Source: FBI

Cyber Threats to US Critical Infrastructure, 2025
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Other News 

 

A gunman attempted to storm a high-visibility
event in Washington DC on Sat. The US
president, Vice President, Speaker of the House
and other high level elected officials attended the
event, along with scores of prominent journalists.
One security officer was injured and the gunman
arrested.

Heavy flooding is threatening dams in Michigan
and parts of Wisconsin. Nearly half of Michigan
counties are under a state of emergency, while the
Governor issued a statewide emergency due to
disruption of a regional fuel hub. Aging water
management infrastructure may not be sufficient
for climate change-enhanced weather extremes. 

There were 20 domestic attacks or plots targeting the
‌US government in 2025, twice the previous record of

‌10 set just a year earlier.   Image Source: WSJ

Domestic Attacks and Plots
Targeting the US Government

 

The overdose ED visit rate per 10k ED visits
declined in Virginia in Q1 2026 compared to Q4
2025, but was slightly elevated year-over-year. All
drug and opioid ED visit rates decreased or
remained stable in all regions.

23 people were injured in a low-speed bus
crash near the Pentagon. 18 people were taken
to local hospitals. 

Assuming perfect adherence, a 2-month delay
in HepB vaccination could result in 76
additional chronic infections, 29 HBV-related
deaths, and $16.4 million in costs in a single
annual cohort, according to a recent study.
Additional delays result in increased costs. 

 

Two prominent AI companies withheld their
latest models from public release due to their
ability to find and exploit cybersecurity flaws.
Instead, the companies released the models to a
limited number of organizations to prepare for
public release and the diffusion of other similarly-
capable models. Reports of unauthorized access
have emerged, while the White House urged at
least one company to slow its rollout further.

Virginia was impacted by 8 ‘Billion Dollar Disasters’ in
‌2025, lower than the 10 experienced 2024, but tying
‌three other years for the 2  most BDDs to affect the
‌state. All 8 events were severe storms, the record for

‌billion-dollar storms affecting the state. Virginia did not
‌absorb all of the costs associated with the storms;

‌they are estimated to have cost Virginia between $500
‌million and $1 Billion. Image Source: CC

nd

Billion Dollar Disasters Affecting Virginia

https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/the-year-of-the-molotov-cocktail-american-antigovernment-violence-hits-a-30-year-high-bca03a67?st=cygWr9&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.ic3.gov/AnnualReport/Reports/2025_IC3Report.pdf
https://www.ic3.gov/AnnualReport/Reports/2025_IC3Report.pdf
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/time-series?state=VA
https://apnews.com/article/white-house-correspondents-dinner-trump-first-amendment-a0a2446832e8596e66c6fccb8426c8aa
https://apnews.com/article/white-house-correspondents-dinner-trump-first-amendment-a0a2446832e8596e66c6fccb8426c8aa
https://www.union-bulletin.com/news/national/floods-put-michigan-dams-on-verge-of-failure-will-lawmakers-raise-standards/article_ee5bb112-1f1f-5210-bc8c-9f2f41f2e48d.html
https://www.mlive.com/environment/2026/04/a-real-wake-up-call-flooding-shifts-michigan-dam-safety-debate.html
https://www.governing.com/infrastructure/extreme-spring-weather-is-testing-the-midwests-aging-dam-infrastructure
https://www.uppermichiganssource.com/2026/04/15/gov-whitmer-signs-executive-order-stabilize-fuel-supply-during-flooding/
https://www.governing.com/infrastructure/extreme-spring-weather-is-testing-the-midwests-aging-dam-infrastructure
https://www.governing.com/infrastructure/extreme-spring-weather-is-testing-the-midwests-aging-dam-infrastructure
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/the-year-of-the-molotov-cocktail-american-antigovernment-violence-hits-a-30-year-high-bca03a67?st=cygWr9&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.wsj.com/politics/policy/the-year-of-the-molotov-cocktail-american-antigovernment-violence-hits-a-30-year-high-bca03a67?st=cygWr9&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/13/Quarterly-Report-2026-Q1.pdf
https://wjla.com/news/local/buses-collide-head-on-pentagon-arlington-washington-dc-bus-crash-injuries-fairfax-county-connector-omni-ride-south-parking-lot-bus-terminal
https://wjla.com/news/local/buses-collide-head-on-pentagon-arlington-washington-dc-bus-crash-injuries-fairfax-county-connector-omni-ride-south-parking-lot-bus-terminal
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/article-abstract/2848162
https://www.firstpost.com/tech/openai-unveils-gpt-5-4-cyber-in-restricted-rollout-a-direct-challenge-to-claude-mythos-14000543.html#goog_rewarded
https://www.axios.com/2026/04/07/anthropic-mythos-preview-cybersecurity-risks
https://www.wired.com/story/anthropics-mythos-will-force-a-cybersecurity-reckoning-just-not-the-one-you-think/
https://www.anthropic.com/news/disrupting-AI-espionage
https://www.aisi.gov.uk/blog/our-evaluation-of-claude-mythos-previews-cyber-capabilities
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2ev24yx4rmo
https://www.semafor.com/article/04/13/2026/anthropic-co-founder-world-must-get-ready-for-ai-hacking-capabilities
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy41zejp9pko
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/white-house-opposes-anthropics-plan-to-expand-access-to-mythos-model-dc281ab5?mod=hp_lead_pos10
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-services/billion-dollar-disasters/time-series?state=VA
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	The CDC reported 22 new measles cases in the US over the past week, bringing the 2026 total to 1,814 cases across 36 US states. Canada reported 36 new cases last week. Mexico reported 488.
	Virginia reported 2 new measles cases this week, bringing the 2026 total to 21 cases. 2 cases were reported in Northwest Virginia on Apr 12 with exposure sites in Stafford and Fredericksburg.
	Utah added 6 new cases last week. No other state added more than 3 cases.
	South Carolina’s upstate outbreak officially ended on Sunday. 997 cases were recorded from Oct 2025 to Mar 2026, including 21 hospitalizations. 95% of cases were in unvaccinated individuals or those with unknown status. 91% of cases were in children. The public health response lasted for 30 consecutive weeks and cost an estimated $2.1 million.
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	Healthcare and Public Health remains the top critical sector targeted by cyber threats, including 460 ransomware and 182 data breaches reported in 2025. Image Source: FBI
	The overdose ED visit rate per 10k ED visits declined in Virginia in Q1 2026 compared to Q4 2025, but was slightly elevated year-over-year. All drug and opioid ED visit rates decreased or remained stable in all regions.
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