Situation Update
Office of Emergency Preparedness

May 29, 2026
Key Takeaways

« The Ebola outbreak in the DRC continues to grow, outpacing
the response. The risk to the public in Virginia remains very low.

« Virginia reported 24 additional measles cases this week, all in
Central region, bringing the 2026 total to 64.

. The FIFA World Cup begins, and America’s 250" Anniversary
pehebration begins ramping up in Virginia and Washington DC,
in June.
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Drought Intensity
DO (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)
D2 (Severe Drought)
Bl D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)

Despite recent rain, all of Virginia remained under drought conditions
as of Tues, including 26% under extreme drought conditions.
Image Source: US Drought Monitor

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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Ebola
1,038

Suspected and confirmed
Ebola cases in the DRC and
Uganda as of May 29.

242

Suspected and confirmed
Ebola deaths in the DRC and
Uganda as of May 29.

Measles
31

Measles cases confirmed
nationally in the week ending
May 28.

24

New measles cases reported
in Virginia in the past week.

Key Dates

June 1

The Atlantic Hurricane
Season begins.

June 09

Croatia National Team
arrives in Alexandria.

June 11

The EIEA World Cup begins.

Spotlight:
Chemical & Industrial
Incidents

Subscribe to receive this update
in your inbox weekly
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.directrelief.org/2026/05/2026-ebola-response-dr-jeffrey-samuel/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.va250.org/signatureevents/
https://washington.org/things-to-do-this-june-in-washington-dc
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://tropical.colostate.edu/forecasting.html
https://tropical.colostate.edu/forecasting.html
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/world-cups-hidden-health-operation
https://www.directrelief.org/2026/05/2026-ebola-response-dr-jeffrey-samuel/
https://hns.family/files/documents/32928/HNS%20Media%20Guide%20FIFA%20World%20Cup%202026.pdf
https://www.alexandriabrief.com/city-to-host-free-waterfront-celebration-welcoming-croatias-world-cup-team-june-6/
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html

Situation Update
Office of Emergency Preparedness

VDH:
F HEALTH
Ongoing Monitored Situations

- The risk to American travelers and the public is
low according to the CDC, while VDH rates the risk
as very low. There have been no cases reported in
the US.

Past and Current Ebola Outbreaks
Cumulative Cases

= Bundibugyo virus = Zaire virus

DRC 2026, Iatest ety . The US has updated its Title 42 restrictions on

TR . b sk 2014-16, largest travel from the region. The new measure restricts

i i entry for lawful permanent residents. Enhanced

travel monitoring for people arriving from the region

and entry restrictions for non-US passport holders

traveling from DRC, Uganda and South Sudan
remain in place.
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- US passport holders arriving from the region
are routed through four airports in Northern
Virginia (Dulles), Atlanta, Houston and New York.
The CDC is recruiting staff volunteers to scale up
screening efforts.

DRC 2012,
outbreak ended
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The current Ebola outbreak is already the 3" largest
on record. It is growing much faster than previous - The US plan to open a quarantine and treatment

outbreaks, including the 2013 outbreak in West Africa facility in Kenya has been temporarily suspended
that caused over 11,000 deaths and lasted 2% years. by a court ruling there. The center had been

Image Source planned for exposed or infected US citizens. Last
week, several exposed or infected US citizens
were transported to Germany and the Czech
Republic.

«As of May 29, the US CDC reported 906
suspected cases, 132 confirmed cases, 224
suspected deaths and 18 confirmed deaths. The
majority of cases are in the DRC, with a handful in
neighboring Uganda. Uganda closed its border with
the DRC on Wed.

« The CDC reported 31 new measles cases in the
US over the past week, bringing the 2026 total to
1,983 cases across 38 US states and Washington,
DC. Canada reported 24 new cases last week.
Mexico’s report is delayed this week.

- WHO’s director-general noted that the outbreak
is ‘outpacing_the response’. Experts and NGOs
echoed that assessment. Rising case counts,
regional conflict, displacement, and weakened
frontline health systems are raising concerns that
this dynamic will persist. The WHO has called for
an immediate ceasefire to facilitate containment.

- Virginia reported 24 additional measles cases
this week, all in the Central region. All of
Buckingham county is considered to have a high

- Some patients have fled treatment centers, : : :
risk of exposure during the outbreak. Potential

which have been subject to attacks. At least 3

such attacks have been recorded, and up to 2
dozen patients have fled. Health workers have also
faced attack and harassment. Community
members attack facilities to retrieve bodies for
traditional burial, a significant source of
transmission, or due to distrust and misinformation.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.

exposures also occurred at a Farmville hospital on
May 26. Virginia has expanded its wastewater
testing for measles to about 30 sites.

- Pennsylvania added 6 new cases last week

Outside of Pennsylvania and Virginia, no state
added more than 2.
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https://www.linkedin.com/posts/prof-manaf-alqahtani-b1011a37_the-latest-ebola-outbreak-in-the-democratic-activity-7464713889386078208-E48N
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/ebola-congo-uganda-border-virus-b96734598ea95b1cdb71986c8b1adf43
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-chief-tedros-says-there-have-been-220-suspected-deaths-ebola-outbreak-2026-05-25/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-chief-tedros-says-there-have-been-220-suspected-deaths-ebola-outbreak-2026-05-25/
https://www.semafor.com/article/05/27/2026/ebola-crisis-could-be-worst-on-record
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-watchlist-flash-alert-ebola-outbreak-eastern-drc-spreading-faster-response
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-bunia-bundibugyo-b978486055845beb5f2b2fa4cfb28192
https://www.rescue.org/press-release/irc-watchlist-flash-alert-ebola-outbreak-eastern-drc-spreading-faster-response
https://x.com/DrTedros/status/2059557343923167511
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/ebola-patients-flee-attacks-congo-health-facilities-hobbling-response-2026-05-25/
https://www.npr.org/2026/05/26/nx-s1-5834815/attacks-complicate-fight-against-ebola
https://www.wsj.com/world/africa/deep-distrust-superstition-impede-efforts-to-contain-ebola-437687d1?st=GAmRSd&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://health-infobase.canada.ca/measles-rubella/
https://www.gob.mx/salud/documentos/situacion-epidemiologica-de-enfermedades-prevenibles-por-vacunacion-2026
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/blog/2026/05/26/measles-wastewater-monitoring/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/blog/2026/05/26/measles-wastewater-monitoring/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/blog/2026/05/21/vdh-ebola-media-statement/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2026/statement-update-on-title-42-order.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/title-42-order.html
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/returning-travelers.html
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-cdc-seeks-staff-ebola-screening-outbreak-response-expands-2026-05-26/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/kenya-approves-us-plan-open-ebola-quarantine-facility-us-officials-say-2026-05-28/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cpdp74lgzplo
https://www.linkedin.com/posts/prof-manaf-alqahtani-b1011a37_the-latest-ebola-outbreak-in-the-democratic-activity-7464713889386078208-E48N
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Other News

L . - Two more cases of hantavirus stemming from
Homeless Individuals, Washington DC Area

the MV _Hondius outbreak were reported,
bringing the total to 13. One was a passenger from
Spain, the other a Dutch crew member. No new
9794 9763 5774 ggse 9790 exposures were noted. JAMA published two
8309 £.69 overviews of the outbreak, including a review of the

e US outbreak response post-WHO withdrawal.

- There were 148 lab-associated outbreaks
globally from 1900 to 2025. 81 fatalities were also
identified among 1,126 reported lab-associated
incidents. Pathogen virulence was the primary
driver of fatalities, while operational and contextual
factors drove outbreaks.

Homelessness has returned to pre-pandemic levels in - The global average abundance of Antibiotic-
the Washington DC area according to Point-in-Time Resistance Genes (ARGs) in Salmonella
counts. The Northern Virginia localities of Alexandria, increased 38% from 1940 to 2023. Climate

Arlington, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince William saw a

change, by increasing heat and precipitation, is
combined 5% increase from 2025. Image source: SSM g y g precip

associated with a 10% increase.

- A multi-vehicle crash in Stafford county involving a bus killed 5 and injured 34 early this morning. 3
people have critical injuries. Six other vehicles were involved in the crash. Southbound 1-95 was closed for
several hours.

Spotlight

- 50,000 people were evacuated when a chemical EPA High-Risk Chemical Facilities

tank overheated in California. The tank’s cooling

= - . @ Noaccidents ?
system and valves failed, causing pressure to rise, R o
creating both leak and explosion risks. Residents ® Recent (Syr ~ °
were able to return _home Mon and Tue after wog oo,
firefighters successfully cooled the tank. @ __bg o
- Paint vapors sparked explosions that killed 1 * ] 2
and injured over 30, including first responders, o * o 'g’ %
in New York City. First responders were ° R » )
responding to an initial explosion when a second LI o wap ® £
occurred. 104 Virginia facilities participate in the EPA’s Risk

. . Management Program. These facilities make, store or
A cheml.cal t.ank ruptured at .a Washington use substances deemed high-risk by the EPA. 3
paper_mill, with 11 presumed killed. 8 people, facilities reported accidents during the 5 years from
including a firefighter, were also injured. Air and 2021 to 2025. Of those, 2 reported multiple recent
drinking water were not impacted. accidents. Image Source: RMPMAP

- A fire and explosion at a Maine lumber mill killed 1 firefighter and injured 12. Other first responders were
among the injured. The fire originated at the base of a silo, and failed to trigger a fire suppression system at the
top. Hundreds of firefighters from dozens of departments responded to the massive fire.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for Page 3
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.


https://www.epa.gov/rmp/list-regulated-substances-under-risk-management-program
http://rmpmap.org/
https://apnews.com/article/california-chemical-tank-leak-c1f922cae0ddb142857d12aee08d2d6b
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/05/26/us/chemical-tank-orange-county-california.html
https://ny1.com/nyc/all-boroughs/news/2026/05/27/fdny--ignited-paint-vapors-sparked-staten-island-shipyard-explosion
https://apnews.com/article/paper-mill-explosion-washington-white-liquor-317b2491baf6e44c0a5f66ef98af31b5
https://apnews.com/article/paper-mill-explosion-washington-white-liquor-317b2491baf6e44c0a5f66ef98af31b5
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/misc-emerging-topics/hantavirus-outbreak-linked-cruise-ship-grows-13-cases
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2849730
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2849537
https://www.journalofinfection.com/article/S0163-4453(26)00091-5/fulltext#fig0010
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(26)00018-5/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/lanplh/article/PIIS2542-5196(26)00018-5/fulltext
https://apnews.com/article/maine-lumber-mill-explosion-firefighters-0e7734305b335885fb027151418edd88
https://streetsensemedia.org/article/homelessness-rises-in-d-c-virginia-drops-in-maryland/
https://wjla.com/news/local/i95-crash-stafford-county-quantico-virginia-traffic-all-lanes-closed-closure-investigation-vdot-fredericksburg-route-1-roads-commuter-alert-highway-delays-exit-148-vdot
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