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This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for   
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 

The measles outbreak in Buckingham county continues to add
cases. 
The Ebola outbreak continues to outpace the response. Top
officials have expressed concern about the on-the-ground
situation and response.

Trust in public health recommendations has waned, though
support for vaccines remains robust. 

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

Drought Intensity, Jun 16

Virginia Average Annual Temperature Anomaly‌  

Blue lines represent years cooler than the 20  century average, while red
lines are warmer. The 21  century has been particularly warm. 2024 was

Virginia’s warmest year, 3.3°F above the average.
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Image Source: Climate Central

Key Dates 
Despite recent rainfall, all of Virginia remains in drought, with about a

‌third in extreme drought. Image Source:  U‌SDM

Measles 

New measles cases reported
in Virginia in the past week. 

18 

Ebola

Suspected and confirmed
Ebola  cases  in the DRC and
Uganda as of Jun 15 (DRC)
and Jun 17 (Uganda). 

856 

Probable and confirmed
Ebola  deaths  in the DRC and
Uganda as of Jun 15 (DRC)
and Jun 17 (Uganda). 

199 

June 19 
Sail250 begins in Norfolk.

Heat 

384 
Virginia emergency department
visits for  heat-related illness  in
the week ending Jun 14. 

https://app.climatecentral.org/dataviz/warming-stripes
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://app.climatecentral.org/dataviz/warming-stripes
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://sail250virginia.com/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/


Ebola 
The W HO reported 856 confirmed cases and
199 deaths in the DRC and Uganda.  All new
cases and deaths were reported in the DRC, which
also has 235 suspected cases. However, the true
 scale  of the outbreak remains uncertain, as testing
remains limited and data issues complicate
reporting. 

The African CDC reports that just 4,000 of
33,000 known  contacts  are being actively
monitored  due to a lack of capacity. Safe burial   
 and decontamination teams have just 15% of
needed staff, and 7% of vehicles.  Shortages  of
medical and other supplies are also persisting. 

The Africa CDC warned the outbreak could be
the worst in history, if not contained very soon.
Earlier in the week, the WHO director-general
relayed he is ‘really worried’ after observing
conditions during his second visit to the affected
area. Currently, the largest outbreak on record
occurred in West Africa from 2014-2016,
accounting for 28,600 reported cases.

The risk to American travelers and the public
remains low, according to the CDC. There have
been no cases or contacts reported in the United
States.
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 

Virginia  reported    129 measles cases in 2026 as
of Jun 11.  106 are associated with the
 Buckingham county  outbreak, with no cases
reported outside of Virginia’s Central region since
May 14. 99% are unvaccinated or have unknown
vaccination status, while 6% have been
hospitalized. 

The CDC reports  new measles cases  in the US
tomorrow.  As of June 11, the CDC reported 2,073
cases across 40 jurisdictions. As of Jun 11, South
Carolina had the most cases (690), followed by
Utah (490), Texas (182) Florida (141), and Virginia
(110). 

US plans to establish an isolation unit in
Kenya remain uncertain, though talks are
continuing and the unit is under construction.
A Kenyan court temporarily suspended the
unit opening, with the next court date
scheduled for Jun 23. Kenyan protests against
the facility have resulted in at least 3 deaths. 

Your paragraph text

Cumulative Cases, Major Outbreaks

Despite limited detection, testing, and reported
capacity, cases in the current DRC outbreak are far

outpacing those reported in previous large outbreaks. 
Image Source: YLE

Other Situations
 

The USDA is reporting an additional HPAI
A(H5N1) detection in Idaho cattle. There have
been 36 detections in US dairy cattle in the past 30
days. The majority of detections (33) occurred in
Idaho, but Utah (2) and Texas (1) also had
detections. 

The CDC activated a Level 3 (lowest level)
emergency response to New World
Screwworm. The USDA confirmed 3 new cases in
the US this week, bringing the total to 12. All cases
have been in domestic animals (cattle, goats,
sheep and a dog). 1 case is in New Mexico, with
the other 11 in Texas. 

https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/joy-is-contagious-also-mosquitos
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/true-scale-congo-ebola-outbreak-still-unknown-one-month-responders-say-2026-06-15/
https://www.devex.com/news/africa-cdc-over-28-000-contacts-of-ebola-cases-aren-t-being-tracked-112741
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/congo-ebola-response-strained-month-after-who-declares-international-emergency-2026-06-17/
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2026/6/16/ebola-outbreak-in-dr-congo-could-become-worst-in-history-africa-cdc-warns
https://www.statnews.com/2026/06/13/who-director-general-in-drc-war-greater-concern-than-ebola/
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/outbreaks/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/75/wr/mm7522e2.htm?s_cid=OS_mm7522e2_w
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/clinicians/clinician-letters/measles-outbreak-in-buckingham-county/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/10/world/africa/ebola-kenya-us-protests.html?unlocked_article_code=1.pVA.ApoH.R1FA8vtC1E-l&smid=url-share
https://www.stripes.com/theaters/africa/2026-06-13/africom-ebola-kenya-21953123.html
https://yourlocalepidemiologist.substack.com/p/joy-is-contagious-also-mosquitos
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2026/cdc-activates-emergency-operations-center-for-new-world-screwworm-response.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world


Just 50% of respondents trust CDC recommendations
 in a recent survey, down from 77% last year. Trust in

 state (66%) and local (70%) health departments is
 higher, but also down from 2025. Support for vaccines
 remains strong, with 77% sharing support for school

 vaccine requirements. Image Source: Harvard

Trust in Public Health Recommendations 
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Other News 
 

A tent collapse killed 1 and injured 22 in
Bedford county, VA. Strong winds from storms
brought down the tent, which was designed to host
1,500 people. Damaging storms impacted most of
Virginia over the past week. 

Virginia experienced extreme heat for several
days late last week. Cooling centers opened
across the state. As of Jun 14, Virginia has had
918 ED visits for heat-related illness, higher than
the year-to-date average of 516. 

America’s Poison Centers reported a
‘concerning rise’ in diphenhydramine cases
among teenagers. Diphenhydramine is a common
ingredient in over-the-counter allergy and sleep
medications. Cases among teens increased 32%
to 13,284 in 2025, and have more than doubled
over the first 5 months of 2025. 

Short-lived Tropical Storm Arthur became the
1  named storm of the 2026 Atlantic Hurricane
Season. Texas issued a disaster declaration as
Arthur spread severe weather and heavy rain along
the Gulf Coast. Severe weather and heavy rain is
expected across the South as Arthur’s remnants
move inland.
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Law enforcement disrupted a planned attack on
a Freedom 250 event at the White House. The
plan involved explosive-laden drones and firearms.
The plot was discovered just days before the event
but it is unclear how advanced the planning was. 

Testing found no hazards after the Pentagon
was briefly locked down. Hazmat teams
responded when a malfunctioning hazardous
materials sensor alerted to the possible presence
of anthrax. Occupants were ordered to shelter in
place during follow-up testing.

The CDC reported an infant botulism outbreak
tied to powdered infant formula. 3 cases, all
requiring hospitalization, have been reported. A
previous infant botulism outbreak, also tied to
infant formula, ended Mar 4, however a root cause
of that outbreak has yet to be identified. 

Earth Heat Inventory

 Oceans have absorbed the greater majority of
excess heat from global warming. This mitigates
atmospheric warming, but increases precipitation
and powers tropical cyclones. Last year, oceans

absorbed a record amount of heat.
 Image Source: Copernicus Institute

https://essd.copernicus.org/articles/18/3889/2026/#section14&gid=1&pid=1
https://hsph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/dBF-Harvard_OneYearInPollReport_June-2026.pdf
https://hsph.harvard.edu/news/poll-trust-in-cdc-has-fallen-dramatically-in-the-last-year/
https://hsph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/dBF-Harvard_OneYearInPollReport_June-2026.pdf
https://hsph.harvard.edu/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/dBF-Harvard_OneYearInPollReport_June-2026.pdf
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/06/12/storm-collapses-church-tent-during-outdoor-service-in-bedford-county-injuries-reported/
https://www.wric.com/weather/severe-weather/photos-storm-damage-central-virginia-june-14/
https://wtop.com/weather-news/2026/06/dangerous-heat-and-severe-storm-risks-move-into-dc-region/
https://www.wavy.com/weather/thousands-without-power-across-hampton-roads-dominion-working-on-repairs/
https://www.wavy.com/weather/gallery-damage-across-hampton-roads-following-thunderstorms/
https://www.pilotonline.com/2026/06/15/storm-damage-newport-news-hampton/
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/health/health-officials-urge-hydration-heat-related-er-visits-rise-across-virginia/291-0a3931c9-fbee-4a52-943b-24b4c9d7b6cb
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/environmental-public-health-tracking/climate-weather/cooling-centers/
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/portsmouth-offers-cooling-centers-during-dangerous-heat/
https://wset.com/news/local/city-of-roanoke-releases-list-of-cooling-center-locations-virginia-june-2026
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/06/11/cooling-centers-open-across-the-region-as-temperatures-soar/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://poisoncenters.org/news-alerts/13642335
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/#arthur-table
https://x.com/GovAbbottPress/status/2066691581751529637
https://www.spc.noaa.gov/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/qpf/qpf2.shtml
https://apnews.com/article/fbi-trump-ufc-white-house-b6a41e2e8fc7feb84440581c2535b000
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-administration/trump-freedom-250-concert-america-250-difference-artists-cancel-rcna347573
https://www.cnn.com/2026/06/11/politics/pentagon-lockdown-evacuation
https://www.cdc.gov/botulism/outbreaks-investigations/infant-formula-june-2026/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/botulism/outbreaks-investigations/infant-formula-nov-2025/investigation.html
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/outbreak-investigation-infant-botulism-infant-formula-november-2025
https://essd.copernicus.org/articles/18/3889/2026/#section14
https://eos.org/research-and-developments/in-2025-the-ocean-stored-more-heat-than-weve-ever-recorded
https://essd.copernicus.org/articles/18/3889/2026/#section14
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