Situation Update
Office of Emergency Preparedness

June 26, 2026

Key Takeaways

« The Buckingham County measles outbreak expanded to include
Cumberland County. Virginia’s measles case count held steady
this week.

« Despite recent rains, the DEQ maintained its drought advisories
and the Governor’s Office urged Virginians to conserve water.

« Tropical Storm Arthur and its remnants caused 3 deaths and an
estimated $4-6 Billion in damage and loss.
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Forecasters ect a hot Independence Day holiday this year, with
major to extreme heat risk expected for much of Virginia as the
holiday approaches. Image Source: NWS

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
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Ebola
1,330

Suspected and confirmed
Ebola cases in the DRC and
Uganda as of Jun 24.

307

Probable and confirmed
Ebola deaths in the DRC and
Uganda as of Jun 24.

Measles

129

Measles cases reported in
Virginia in 2026.

30

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week.

Heat

1,054

Virginia emergency department

visits for heat-related illness

May 1 - Jun 21, higher than the

YTD average of 723.

Subscribe to receive this update
in your inbox weekly
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https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/key_messages/LatestKeyMessage_1.png
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

- The WHO reported 1,176 confirmed cases and
306 deaths in the DRC and Uganda. Uganda had
1 new case. The remaining cases and all deaths
were in the DRC, which also has 154 suspected
cases. 153 people have recovered. The case
fatality rate is 26%.

- WHO officials noted some early cases occurred
in urban settings, contributing to the early spread
of the outbreak. Officials also noted that additional
resources are moving into the area, and that
community resistance is beginning to abate.

- 25 cases and 14 deaths were confirmed in at
least 3 displacement camps, with higher numbers
suspected. Outbreaks could spread quickly in the
overcrowded and undersupplied camps. People
also leave camps in search of work and food.

- Hunger may be driving some to leave treatment
centers. The DRC was dealing with ‘acute food
insecurity and emergency_levels of hunger’ prior to
the outbreak. Food shortages also undermine
contact isolation efforts.

- The risk to American travelers and the public
remains low according to the CDC. There have
been no cases or contacts reported in the United
States.

. Virginia’s 2026 measles case count held steady
at 129 as of Jun 25. Additionally, no cases have
been reported outside of Virginia’s Central Region
since May 14.

. The Buckingham County outbreak expanded to
include Cumberland County. VDH encouraged
residents and visitors to these areas to take steps
to ensure they are protected against measles,
including routine vaccinations. 106 of Virginia’s
2026 cases are associated with the outbreak.

Major Outbreaks at 4 Weeks
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At 4 weeks, the current outbreak is 3x larger than the
next largest by case count. It is also more widespread,

affecting 32 health zones, 21 more than the next
largest outbreak did at 4 weeks.
Image Source: Africa CDC via HPQ

. France confirmed its first Ebola case in a doctor

who returned from a humanitarian mission in the
DRC. Nevertheless, the risk of exportation outside
of Africa is low. A recent analysis found 0.81 cases
(including medically evacuated, latent, and
secondary cases) per 1,000 cases at the source.

- Kenya’s Health Minister halted construction of

an Ebola facility for Americans after a court
hearing. Work at the site had continued despite a
previous court hearing directing its suspension.

- Nationally, the CDC reported 2,134 cases
across 41 jurisdictions as of Jun 25.
Pennsylvania added 16 cases last week, and Utah
added 9. No other state added more than 2 cases.

+ Measles has been spreading in Utah for over a
year. The milestone puts the US’ measles
elimination status at further risk, however it is yet
to be confirmed that the state’s outbreaks are
related. Over 680 people have been infected there
since the first outbreak began on Jun 20, 2025,
though case growth has slowed recently.

. VDH reported a potential exposure event at Dulles International Airport on Jun 17. The case was related
to international travel and is an out-of-state resident.

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/8/Africa-CDC-Ebola-Outbreak-Scale.png
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/ebola-cases-congo-reach-highest-first-month-total-any-outbreak-who-says-2026-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/ebola-cases-congo-reach-highest-first-month-total-any-outbreak-who-says-2026-06-23/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/least-30-deaths-congo-camp-show-ebola-could-be-spreading-fast-2026-06-19/
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2026-06-19/ebola-outbreak-in-congo-hunger-forces-some-patients-to-leave-treatment-centers?link_source=ta_first_comment&taid=6a34f7140d5e4200014d090f&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_content=business&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&embedded-checkout=true
https://www.wfp.org/emergencies/drc-emergency
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/ebola-patients-flee-treatment-centres-in-congo-for-food-as-hunger-crisis-deepens
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/75/wr/mm7522e2.htm?s_cid=OS_mm7522e2_w
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/clinicians/clinician-letters/measles-outbreak-expansion-and-back-to-school-immunizations/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/public-relations-contacts/2026-news-releases/virginia-department-of-health-expands-measles-outbreak-area-to-include-cumberland-county/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cj9gzr9rdjlo
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2026.31.24.2600508#t2
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c4gy6vk44pwo
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/ebola-outbreak-is-three-times-bigger-than-any-previous-outbreak-at-four-weeks/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/utah-marks-a-year-of-battling-measles-with-no-clear-end-in-sight
https://www.governing.com/management-and-administration/with-cases-down-utah-works-to-prevent-another-measles-surge
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/public-relations-contacts/2026-news-releases/virginia-health-officials-investigating-measles-exposure-in-northern-virginia/
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Other News

- The USDA confirmed 13 new cases of New Drought Intensity

World Screwworm, all in domestic animals
(sheep, goats and cattle) in Texas. There have
been no human cases in the US, and CDC rates
the risk to the public and animals as ‘very low’.

« The USDA reported 4 HPAI A(H5N1) detections
in dairy cattle since Jun 15, with 38 detections in
the past 30 days. New detections occurred in
Idaho, Texas and Utah.

« The Governor’'s Office urged ‘commonsense’
water conservation efforts amid the ongoing
drought. The announcement noted that Virginia is
experiencing its driest period since 1941. Officials
in Maryland and the Greater DC area also urged
voluntary conservation.

« Tropical Storm Arthur and its remnants caused
an estimated $4-6 Billion in damage and loss.
The storm dropped heavy rain across six states,
including up to 29 inches on parts of Louisiana.
Extreme heat accompanied the storm. At least
three deaths have been blamed on the storm.

« A boil water advisory remains in effect for parts
of Covington City due to a water line break. The
BWA was first issued on Jun 16.

Dangerous Humid Heat Days, 2016-2025

80 160 DAYS

The number of dangerous humid heat days has more

than doubled globally since the 1970s. In the US,
65% of cities have seen an increase, with the most
growth in the South and Southeast. Extreme heat
can have broad impacts, including on state budgets.
Image Source: CC

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
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D0 (Abnormally Dry)

D1 (Moderate Drought)
D2 (Severe Drought)
Il 03 (Extreme Drought)
I D4 (Exceptional Drought)

Despite recent rains, all of Virginia remained under
drought conditions as of Tues morning, with 78% in
severe or extreme drought. The DEQ maintained its
drought warnings and advisory statuses Thursday,
noting that precipitation is 8.5" below normal on
average statewide. Image Source: USDM

- The Appalachian Trail in Virginia’s Shenandoah

National Park is experiencing a norovirus
outbreak. The Appalachian Trail Conservancy has
received several suspected norovirus reports in
Virginia beginning in May.

COVID-19 had the highest infectious disease
burden globally from 2000 to 2022, calculated at
$63.3 trillion. The dollar-figure includes the value of
disability-adjusted life-year losses, along with direct
and indirect costs of acute illness for hospitalized
patients. Pandemic pathogens had the highest
burden overall, while dengue and cholera had the
highest burden among non-pandemic illnesses.

Biorisks from advanced Al models continue to
raise concerns. Two leading Al companies urged
restrictions on companies that sell synthetic DNA
and RNA. One prominent Al company shared
advanced models with trusted public health
partners to get ahead of biological risks.

« All US citizens potentially exposed to

hantavirus aboard the M/V Hondius completed
their 42-day monitoring period. Globally, at least
one other person remains under monitoring, which
is expected to end Jul 2. All 13 cases from the
outbreak occurred among ship passengers, with no
US persons infected. Of the 13 cases, 3 died, 8
recovered, and 2 remained in ICU as of Jun 18.
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https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADEQ/bulletins/41d8871
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
https://www.cdc.gov/new-world-screwworm/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2026/june-releases/name-1119790-en.html
https://news.maryland.gov/mde/2026/05/14/maryland-department-of-the-environment-issues-drought-warning-for-large-areas-of-the-state-due-to-persistent-rainfall-deficits/
https://news.maryland.gov/mde/2026/05/14/maryland-department-of-the-environment-issues-drought-warning-for-large-areas-of-the-state-due-to-persistent-rainfall-deficits/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/06/19/us/flooding-south-texas-mississippi-louisiana.html?unlocked_article_code=1.s1A.Csj1.Eq3_ab0LLNkn&smid=url-share
https://www.accuweather.com/en/press/tropical-storm-arthur-causes-an-estimated-4-6-billion-in-total-damage-and-economic-loss-accuweather-experts-say/1903513
https://covington.va.us/living-in-covington/notices.html
https://wjla.com/news/local/norovirus-outbreak-sparks-warning-for-hikers-on-appalachian-trail
https://appalachiantrail.org/trail-updates/virginia-stomach-bug/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/pandemic-pathogens-dengue-cholera-were-world-s-largest-emerging-infectious-disease-burdens
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/covid-19/pandemic-pathogens-dengue-cholera-were-world-s-largest-emerging-infectious-disease-burdens
https://gh.bmj.com/content/11/6/e020855?rss=1
https://www.economist.com/leaders/2026/05/07/the-world-must-stop-ai-from-empowering-bioterrorists
https://www.wired.com/story/openai-anthropic-letter-ai-biological-weapons/
https://www.science.org/content/article/ai-executives-join-call-stricter-regulation-synthetic-biology
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/stock-market-today-dow-sp-500-nasdaq-05-29-2026/card/openai-opens-up-use-of-ai-model-to-address-biological-risks-bRcAyBPWSl13DmHkvjH2
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/stock-market-today-dow-sp-500-nasdaq-05-29-2026/card/openai-opens-up-use-of-ai-model-to-address-biological-risks-bRcAyBPWSl13DmHkvjH2
https://www.cdc.gov/hantavirus/situation-summary/index.html
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/hantavirus/international-public-health-response-helped-contain-andes-hantavirus-outbreak-dutch
https://www.eurosurveillance.org/content/10.2807/1560-7917.ES.2026.31.24.2600477
https://assets.ctfassets.net/cxgxgstp8r5d/1EWJMgG00mPaAsPmNwq5uo/913d61dbd5a18331a4847d36e980d742/Climate_Central_Report_Global_Dangerous_Humid_Heat.pdf
https://www.governing.com/finance/how-extreme-heat-is-reshaping-state-budgets
https://www.climatecentral.org/climate-matters/dangerous-humid-heat
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