
Key Figures 
Heat-Related Illness in Virginia, 2026

There were 542 emergency visits for HRI in Virginia
over the July 4th holiday weekend (Jul 3-5). In the

first 7 days of July there were 1,025.   
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Key Takeaways 

July 10, 2026 

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for   
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 

The Buckingham County measles outbreak continues to add
cases.
The CDC reported increases in cyclosporiasis cases affecting
multiple states. 
Most of Virginia remained in drought, despite recent rains and
ongoing flash flood risk. 

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

Cumulative Ebola Cases 

The current Ebola outbreak has expanded more rapidly than
previous outbreaks, and continues to add cases. However,
cumulative case growth is linear, not exponential, thus far. 

Image Source: GenomicEpi.com

Measles 

Increase in measles cases‌ ‌ in
Virginia over the past week. 

32 

Ebola

Suspected and confirmed
Ebola  cases  in the DRC and
Uganda as of Jul 06. 

2,040 

Probable and confirmed
Ebola  deaths  in the DRC and
Uganda as of Jul 6. 

628 

Heat 

229 
Virginia emergency department
visits for  heat-related illness  on
Jul 3, 2026. 

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week. 

61 

https://www.genomicepi.com/outbreaks/ebola-2026/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/php/surveillance/index.html
https://www.weather.gov/images/akq/VDEM/WWA_Hydro_VA.png
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.forbes.com/sites/johndrake/2026/06/24/ebola-has-passed-1000-cases-this-outbreak-is-different-from-any-before/
https://www.genomicepi.com/outbreaks/ebola-2026/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


Ebola 
The  W HO reported 1,812 confirmed cases and
627 deaths in the DRC and Uganda.    The DRC
also has 227 suspected cases. France also has 1
confirmed case, who has since recovered. 313
people have recovered in total. The case fatality
rate is 35%. WHO officials stated the outbreak is
still in its ‘ expansion phase ’ and Ebola treatment
centers are 90% full. 

Suspected cases have been reported in two
 new DRC provinces : Haut-Uele and Tshopo. 
Haut-Uele borders South Sudan and Central
African Republic. The Tshopo cases occurred in
the province’s capital, Kisangani. Meanwhile, a
model published in the Lancet placed the risk of
spillover to South Sudan at 69%. Rwanda and
Burundi were also at risk in the model.

Response workers in Ituri province went on
strike. Workers, including healthcare, safety and
security, and outreach workers, cite delays in
payments and limited support. Most workers
returned to work quickly, but some remain on
strike, including some who had been working in a
displacement camp. Response workers face
numerous risks, including risk of infection and
attacks from community members. 

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for 
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 

Virginia’s  2026 measles case count increased
to 177 as of Jul 9,  an increase of 32 cases over
the past week. All new cases were reported in
Virginia’s Central Region. N o cases have been
reported outside of Central Region since May 14. 

N ationally , the CDC reported 2,231 cases
across 42 jurisdictions  as of Jul 9. Pennsylvania
added 13 cases last week and Arizona added 8.
Outside of Virginia, no other state added more
than 2 cases. 

Top CDC officials noted the CDC response is
likely to last 6 to 12 months and require
‘substantial staffing.’ The CDC is still facing
challenges from the loss of over 25% of its
workforce, with few replacement hires. Staff are
also responding to measles, New World
Screwworm and polio, along with the hantavirus
outbreak that officially ended June 24.

Affected DRC Provinces 

Ituri remains the epicenter of the outbreak, with
‌confirmed cases also reported in North and

‌South Kivu. Haut-Uele and Tshopo both have
‌new suspected cases. Image Source: VDH

Uganda reported an isolated  Marburg  case,
 discovered during Ebola surveillance. No close
contacts developed symptoms and the single case
is no longer active.   

The USDA reported 3  New World Screwworm 
detections in July,  bringing the total to 34
detections. All but 1 detection was in Texas. Most
detections were in livestock (cattle, sheep and
goats) but two detections were in dogs. 

Clinical trials to test treatments began Jul 2, the first-ever trials targeting the Ebola Bundibugyo virus. 1,200
patients were enrolled to test 2 candidate drugs: remdesvir and an antibody treatment. A third treatment may
be added later, and the trial is expected to expand to additional treatment centers. A second trial on a
postexposure prophylaxis for close contacts may start in a few weeks. 

Other Situations 

https://public.tableau.com/views/EbolaOutbreak2026/Dashboard1?:language=en-US&publish=yes&:sid=&:redirect=auth&:display_count=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/ebola-outbreak-congo-still-expansion-phase-who-says-2026-07-07/
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/ebola-death-toll-in-congo-tops-600-new-cases-also-suspected-in-previously-unaffected-provinces
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(26)00320-8/fulltext
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(26)00320-8/fulltext
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-healthworkers-ituri-bunia-strike-pay-159288cd2a4be74e6cd61255e0f12044
https://www.thelancet.com/journals/laninf/article/PIIS1473-3099(26)00364-6/fulltext
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c79yj09nd4qo
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://federalnewsnetwork.com/hiring-retention/2026/07/shrinking-cdc-workforce-must-make-hard-decisions-prioritizing-work-after-elevating-ebola-response/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/africa-cdc-uganda-health-ministry-confirms-isolated-marburg-case-2026-07-01/
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/animals/animal-health/livestock-and-poultry-disease/current-status/us-confirmed-cases-new-world
https://www.science.org/content/article/first-ever-treatment-trial-ebola-bundibugyo-kicks-congo


Despite recent rains, most of Virginia remained under
 drought conditions as of Tues morning, with 66% in
 severe or extreme drought.  Image Source: USDM

Drought Intensity 
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Other News 

The USDA reported 3 HPAI A(H5N1) detections
in dairy cattle in July, with 20 detections in the
past 30 days. The latest detections occurred in
Utah, but Idaho has the most detections in the past
30 days (10).

Flood events in West Virginia have doubled
over the past decade, increasing from 765 total
events from Jul 2006 to Jun 2016 to 1,964 in the
following 10 years. In addition to drawing more
response resources, increased frequency disrupts
recovery processes. 

Flash floods killed at least 7, including 6 in
Kentucky and 1 in Tennessee. Kentucky
declared a statewide emergency. Kentucky,
Tennessee and West Virginia, along with far
Southwest Virginia, have a limited flood hazard
outlook over the next week. 

The WHO released a blueprint to address
fungal disease and antifungal resistance, noting
that fungal disease affects over 300 million people
annually. Antifungal resistance is also a growing
concern. The blueprint aims to foster health system
improvements, innovation, surveillance and
preparedness, and root cause mitigation.

 

Kratom-related reports  to Poison Centers have
increased 68% year-over-year. In the first half of
2026 poison centers received 3,190 reports,
compared to 3,803 in all of 2025.

The US has likely had more than 1,700
cyclosporiasis cases according to unofficial
counts of state data. Michigan has reported over
1,250 cases in the past few weeks, 25x the annual
average of 50. Neighboring northwest Ohio has
reported over 500. At least 18 states have reported
cases this year, including Virginia (10).

The West Nile Virus season has had its earliest
start since 2004. Through Jun 30 2026, 48 human
cases were reported, compared to the YTD
average of 10. Currently, 15 states have reported
56 cases, including 44 that were neuroinvasive.
Virginia has not reported any cases in 2026. 

Three rail cars carrying corn derailed in
downtown Richmond last week, while 2 other
cars became unstable. The cars fell from an
elevated track into an adjacent canal. The track
runs above a popular recreational trail and
alongside a busy roadway. The derailment
occurred at 4PM on the Jul 3  holiday. rd

Extreme heat  blanketed much of the eastern US
over July 4‌  holiday,‌ including Virginia where
multiple ‌temperature records  were broken and a
Virginia Beach hospital lost air conditioning . Heat is
suspected in at least  30 deaths  nationally, with
New Jersey alone reporting 29.‌  

th 

US Murder Rate

The US murder rate is on track to be the lowest on
record in 2026. Murder rates have been declining

since COVID-era spikes. Overall  violent crime  rates
have been declining as well, but at a slower pace.‌ ‌

Image Source:  C‌rime Index

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://crimeindex.org/current?topic=crime&stat=murder&geo=us&size=all
https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/hpai-confirmed-cases-livestock
https://westvirginiawatch.com/2026/06/29/a-never-ending-cycle-data-shows-flood-events-have-more-than-doubled-in-wv-since-june-2016-flood/
https://kentuckylantern.com/briefs/two-more-people-confirmed-dead-after-recent-kentucky-floods-governor-says/
https://water.noaa.gov/operations/fho
https://water.noaa.gov/operations/fho
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240122529
https://poisoncenters.org/news-alerts/13651143
https://www.forceofinfection.com/a-large-cyclosporiasis-outbreak-is-underway/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cyclospora/us-cyclospora-cases-mount-cdc-lags-tracking
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cyclospora/us-cyclospora-cases-mount-cdc-lags-tracking
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/infectious-disease-outbreaks
https://apnews.com/article/cyclospora-outbreak-michigan-31e5e0034d39e85c844065a2bd593ecb
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/media-update/
https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2026/cdc-encourages-americans-to-stay-mosquito-bite-free-during-americas-250th-independence-day-holiday.html
https://www.cdc.gov/west-nile-virus/data-maps/current-year-data.html
https://www.richmonder.org/freight-train-derails-into-the-canal-along-capital-trail-at-dock-street/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/residents-train-derailment-kanawha/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/residents-train-derailment-kanawha/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/residents-train-derailment-kanawha/
https://www.reuters.com/world/us/heat-wave-disrupts-fourth-july-events-across-eastern-us-2026-07-03/
https://www.weather.gov/wrh/climate?wfo=akq&tab=cliplot&sid=KAKQ&view=monthly&month=2026-07
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/virginia-beach/sentara-princess-anne-restores-air-conditioning-after-outage/
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2026/07/05/heat-wave-deaths-us/90814088007/
https://crimeindex.org/current?topic=crime&stat=violent&geo=us&size=all
https://crimeindex.org/current?topic=crime&stat=murder&geo=us&size=all
https://crimeindex.org/current?topic=crime&stat=murder&geo=us&size=all
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