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This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for   
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 

Virginia's measles case count remained stable again this week.
Cyclosporiasis cases reported in Virginia have not been linked
to outbreaks or clusters in other states.
The Roanoke Drought Evaluation Region remains in drought
emergency status.

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

Drought Advisory Status 

The Drought Monitoring Task Force (DMTF) maintained existing
drought advisory statuses at its Jul 21 meeting. Source: DEQ

Measles 

Increase in measles cases‌ in
Virginia over the past week. 

0 

Ebola

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola  cases 
reported as of Jul 22. 

3,245 

Probable and confirmed
Ebola  deaths  reported as of
Jul 22. 

1,272 

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week. 

58 

Drier, cooler air is expected to move into the Commonwealth, allowing
for below normal temperatures over the weekend. Temperatures should

remain near normal into August. Image Source:  NWS CPC 
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Temperature Outlook
Jul 29 - Aug 2 

https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/water/water-quantity/drought
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/610temp.new.gif


Ebola 
The  W HO reported 2,927 confirmed or probable
cases in the DRC (2,905), Uganda (21) and
France (1).  The DRC also has 318 suspected
cases. 1,272 persons have died, and 538 have
recovered, for a case fatality rate of 43%.   

Seven asymptomatic US aid workers are
 quarantining in Kenya .  These are the first
Americans reported as spending 21 days in a third
country under a  new rule  implemented by CDC and
DHS. They are staying in a facility previously
blocked by a Kenyan court order. Construction
appears to be continuing. 

 

At least  12 attacks  have occurred on health
facilities and workers.  Attacks have been
recorded against treatment centers, frontline
response teams, and burial workers. In some
cases workers were held captive.   
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 
Virginia’s  2026 measles case count remained  steady  again this week.  A total of 177 cases have been
reported as of July 23.   

N ationally , the CDC reported 2,318 cases across 45 jurisdictions  as of July 23. 58 new cases were added
last week, including 24 new cases in Pennsylvania. The new total is the  highest   number  of cases reported in
the U.S. in three decades, exceeding 2025's 2,289 cases. 

The current outbreak continues to  outpace  previous
outbreaks, including the 2014-16 West Africa
outbreak, the largest on record.  Experts  and

 responders suggest the outbreak is still outpacing
the response.  Image Source: AP

Taylor Farms de Mexico announced that they 
 are voluntarily recalling all iceberg lettuce 
 sourced from central Mexico in the U.S. market. 
On July 17, FDA’s traceback investigation
converged on the supplier, which provided
shredded iceberg lettuce used by Taco Bell
locations where sick people reported eating before
becoming ill.   

On July 18, the FDA  reported  that lettuce from 
 Taylor Farms tested positive for Cyclospora. 
 However, on July 19, they determined this was a 
 false positive due to the complexity in detection of 
 Cyclospora. The false positive result does not 
 affect the recall issued on July 17. 

Cyclosporiasis 

Ebola Cases 

The recall by Taylor Fresh Foods  indicates  that 
 Virginia is one of the states that received 
 recalled iceberg lettuce products.  This includes
Marketside-brand iceberg products sold at  Walmart 
stores from June 29 to July 16, which have since
been removed from the affected locations. 

There is  no evidence  that the  cases  reported in 
 Virginia so far in 2026 are associated with the 
 outbreaks/clusters in other states.  Local and
 state  health officials are closely monitoring and
investigating reported cyclosporiasis cases. 

Nationally,  Michigan  reported 7,664 total cases, 
 and  Ohio  reported 2,565.  The outbreak  expanded 
to 4 additional states, bringing the total to 9 states
affected. 

https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-virus-bundibugyo-toll-outbreak-3fd6e1785afac22bb848dbc39f52a77b
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-virus-bundibugyo-toll-outbreak-3fd6e1785afac22bb848dbc39f52a77b
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/aid-group-says-seven-americans-quarantining-kenya-ebola-facility-after-us-travel-2026-07-17/
https://x.com/CDCgov/status/2077471983940313266
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-bunia-health-safety-ituri-attacks-b9facfc24d2da221105f76a5ad2fc2c4
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.cbs19news.com/news/measles-cases-unchanged-for-second-consecutive-week/article_b24e99ec-cac0-4629-88a6-08842c2d0e3f.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.wavy.com/news/national/measles-hit-highest-number-of-cases-in-3-decades-in-the-u-s/
https://www.cnn.com/2026/07/24/health/us-measles-cases-record
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-virus-bundibugyo-toll-outbreak-3fd6e1785afac22bb848dbc39f52a77b
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/what-experts-are-saying-as-ebola-outbreak-in-congo-and-uganda-kills-more-than-1000-people
https://apnews.com/video/ebola-spreading-too-fast-to-contain-doctors-warn-amid-calls-for-international-help-1a9f49c443124fdc8955a7af7cb64a74
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-virus-bundibugyo-toll-outbreak-3fd6e1785afac22bb848dbc39f52a77b
https://www.fda.gov/safety/recalls-market-withdrawals-safety-alerts/taylor-fresh-foods-recalls-iceberg-lettuce-central-mexico-because-possible-health-risk
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/investigation-5-state-outbreak-cyclospora-illnesses-iceberg-lettuce-july-2026
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/health/2026/07/18/walmart-recall-iceberg-lettuce-cyclospora-risk/90965606007/
https://corporate.walmart.com/recalls
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/media-update/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/cyclosporiasis/
https://www.wavy.com/news/health/virginia-cyclosporiasis-cases-not-linked-to-midwest-cluster/amp/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/infectious-disease-outbreaks
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/summary-of-infectious-diseases-in-ohio
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-cdc-links-four-more-states-cyclosporiasis-outbreak-washington-post-reports-2026-07-24/


Smoke plumes have shifted away from the US, but
Canada continues to see widespread wildfire activity.
As of noon, there are 908 active fires, including 758

 out of control  fires. Wildfires in the US  Pacific 
 Northwest  are adding to air quality concerns.   

Image Source: CIFFC

Canada Wildland Fire Activity 
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Other News 
Statewide overdose rates increased in Q2 2026,
but remained below Q2 2025 levels. Overdose
rates per 10,000 ED visits increased the most in
Central and Eastern Virginia. Rates in Northwest
and Southwest Virginia were stable. 

24 states filed suit to challenge DHS policies
adding conditions to FEMA Homeland Security
Grant Programs. The policies tied funds to election
changes and immigration enforcement cooperation,
and allowed any time, any reason termination of
grants. States also continue to report federal
disaster assistance delays.

The Virginia DEQ stated that leachate from the
troubled Shoosmith Landfill is under control.  
However, elevated temperatures have transformed
the leachate, making it more difficult to manage.
Additionally, funding to manage the leachate also
runs out in late fall, with future funding uncertain. 

Spotlight Artificial Intelligence (AI) 

 

China’s AI models are also rapidly
advancing cyber-capabilities, although
they have not quite matched the
capabilities of US models. China sped
up its AI development by pursuing an
open source strategy, allowing for
distributed development of advanced
capabilities, at the cost of less control over
the models.

In a test, one advanced AI instance
broke out of its secure test
environment, accessed the internet,
and hacked another AI company - all
autonomously. The AI instance was trying
to increase its capability score, and took
the path of cheating. It hacked the third
party scoring company to get information
on the test.

Capability of AI Models on Complex Cyberattacks 

AI cybersecurity capabilities continue to increase. The best
models are capable of autonomously executing a full network

takeover in simulated exercises - at least sometimes. Models can
perform simpler tasks more consistently. Image Source: O‌penAI

 

Advanced AI models are increasingly able to find and exploit cybersecurity vulnerabilities, including
executing autonomous attacks. AI companies limited early release of the most advanced models to critical
infrastructure partners, to allow them to identify and close vulnerabilities, before the White House stepped in to
block full public release or use by foreign entities.

https://www.wsj.com/world/americas/canada-wildfire-smoke-response-d0d3613a
https://fire.airnow.gov/#5.11/46.02/-109.26
https://fire.airnow.gov/#5.11/46.02/-109.26
https://ciffc.net/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/content/uploads/sites/13/Quarterly-Report-2026-Q2.pdf
https://apnews.com/article/fema-dhs-trump-administration-lawsuit-a1745a6aea30b6a7118e5a900b8c2756
https://apnews.com/article/fema-dhs-trump-administration-lawsuit-a1745a6aea30b6a7118e5a900b8c2756
https://www.governing.com/finance/who-pays-when-fema-says-no
https://chesterfieldcova.portal.civicclerk.com/event/2028/files/attachment/15302
https://www.12onyourside.com/2026/07/23/its-under-control-virginia-deq-talks-about-next-steps-shoosmith-landfill/
https://www.vpm.org/news/2026-07-24/chesterfield-shoosmith-landfill-cleanup-rolband-deq-miller-mcgee-nichols
https://www.wired.com/story/chinas-open-ai-models-are-challenging-silicon-valleys-playbook/?_sp=3fac34dc-167d-46f9-8f4e-ce282b52c258.1784767077477
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/chinese-ai-anthropic-mythos-cybersecurity-574b02c2
https://www.reuters.com/technology/openai-says-ai-models-went-rogue-during-testing-triggering-unprecedented-breach-2026-07-21/
https://openai.com/index/hugging-face-model-evaluation-security-incident/
https://openai.com/index/hugging-face-model-evaluation-security-incident/
https://openai.com/index/hugging-face-model-evaluation-security-incident/
https://www.governing.com/management-and-administration/what-states-need-to-know-about-mythos
https://www.wired.com/story/openai-gpt-56-model-release-trump-admin-approval/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/07/17/white-house-ai-access-anthropic-openai.html
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