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Key Takeaways

. Virginia's measles case count remained stable for the third
straight week.

« Suspected foreign actors are targeting water and wastewater
systems with cyber attacks.

« Northern Virginia data centers dropped 3 gigawatts of power
demand at once, destabilizing the grid for several minutes.
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Heat is forecast to return to Virginia late next week.
Image Source: NWS CPC

Drought Advisory Status

DO (Abnormally Dry)
D1 (Moderate Drought)
D2 (Severe Drought)
Il D3 (Extreme Drought)
Il D4 (Exceptional Drought)

Recent rains are beginning to ameliorate drought conditions in parts
of Virginia. Still, 72% of Virginia remains in drought. The DEQ
maintained drought advisory statuses, including drought emergency
status in the Roanoke Drought Evaluation Region.

Image Source: DM

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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Ebola
3,554

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola cases
reported as of Jul 29.

1,559

Probable and confirmed
Ebola deaths reported as of
Jul 29.

Measles
0

Increase in measles cases in
Virginia over the past week.

53

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week.

Wildfires

689

The number of out-of-control
wildfires in Canada on Jul 31.
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https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/610day/610temp.new.gif
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/37486/639204222520930000
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/
https://ciffc.net/
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

Confirmed Cyclosporiasis Cases

. The WHO reported 3,554 confirmed or probable
cases in the DRC (3,532), Uganda (21) and
France (1). The latest report showed no suspected
cases. 1,559 persons have died, and 645 have
recovered, for a case fatality rate of 44%.

. A US citizen who contracted Ebola in the DRC
has recovered and been released from a German
hospital. Asymptomatic US citizens traveling from
DRC have been quarantined in Kenya, and in a
military base in New York.

- Existing_Ebola vaccines may provide limited
antibody response to the Bundibugyo strain, ltodd @
which is causing the current outbreak. However,
the study relied on serum samples. Meanwhile,
Phase | human trials are underway for a
Bundibugyo-specific vaccine in Oxford UK.
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« As of Jul 28, the CDC has received 6,707
reports of lab-confirmed cyclosporiasis. The

- Health and other outbreak response workers
continue to go on strike due to unpaid wages.
DRC instituted a new cashless mobile pay system,
with officials stating the pay backlog should clear
quickly.

CDC is also aware of 11,500 additional cases that
are not lab-confirmed or require additional
investigation. Michigan reported 10,733 total cases,
while Ohio has reported 4,024.

- Virginia reported 126 cyclosporiasis cases as

of Jul 23. This includes some Virginians that
Other News traveled to affected states, but Virginia’'s cases
have not been otherwise linked to the national
El Nino Historical Strength outbreak. An increase of cases is normal in the
i ey summer months. Local and state health officials
are closely monitoring and investigating reported

cyclosporiasis cases.
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===} g i1 I i s il . Virginia’s 2026 measles case count remained
= [ I steady again this week, the third week without an
0 a0 35 w s increase in cases. A total of 177 cases have been

Models suggest the 2026-27 El Nifio will likely be reported as of Jul 30.
stronger than any El Nifio since at least 1880. The . Nationally, the CDC reported 2,371 cases
mg"netg'lina%zg?;eo?;660:,2’”5’ gglos af gg?/gaf/f: ng i?okus across 45 jurisdictions as of Jul 30. Pennsylvania
: L added 33 cases last week, Washington added 8,

record of 2.75°C. Climate models suggest El Nifio
events will become stronger and more frequent as the and Oregon added 4. No other state added more

climate warms. Image Source: TCB than 2.
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https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/ebola-patient-discharged-frankfurt-hospital-after-full-recovery-2026-07-28/
https://apnews.com/article/kenya-us-ebola-quarantine-center-538f4832f10e42942b4dafbb3c297ebb
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/us-quarantined-citizens-new-york-military-base-after-return-congo-sources-say-2026-07-22/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/existing-vaccines-induce-antibody-response-against-ebola-virus-thats-driving-congo-outbreak
https://www.nejm.org/doi/full/10.1056/NEJMc2608018#ap1
https://www.gavi.org/vaccineswork/worlds-first-bundibugyo-ebola-vaccine-has-entered-human-trials-heres-why-it-matters
https://apnews.com/article/ebola-congo-strike-4e61d1c9ae80c892efa38db95a23dd9e
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.cbs19news.com/news/measles-cases-unchanged-for-second-consecutive-week/article_b24e99ec-cac0-4629-88a6-08842c2d0e3f.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/php/surveillance/index.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/infectious-disease-outbreaks
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/summary-of-infectious-diseases-in-ohio
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/media-update/
https://www.wavy.com/news/health/virginia-cyclosporiasis-cases-not-linked-to-midwest-cluster/amp/
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/php/surveillance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/php/surveillance/index.html
https://substackcdn.com/image/fetch/$s_!KuFt!,w_1456,c_limit,f_webp,q_auto:good,fl_progressive:steep/https%3A%2F%2Fsubstack-post-media.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2F58159098-201a-4e2c-9756-fb2da105b0a7_6000x4000.png
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-02293-y
https://www.theclimatebrink.com/p/the-strongest-el-nino-ever

Situation Update
Office of Emergency Preparedness

// VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT
OF HEALTH

Other News, cont.

- Severe storms caused widespread damage
across the Northeast. Tornadoes were confirmed
in multiple states, including 1 that traveled 21.7
miles through 4 Kentucky counties. West Virginia
declared a statewide emergency due to flooding
there.

- The American Red Cross declared a national
blood supply crisis. The organization has less
than a 1-day supply of type O positive blood, the
most commonly transfused type. This is only the
second such crisis, with the only other national
crisis declared in Jan 2022.

« West Nile Virus was detected in a mosquito at
Joint Base Langley-Eustis, which spans
Hampton City and York County. No related human
or animal cases were reported. Base pest
management began fogging operations Jul 29 in
response.

- Severe convective storms caused $82 billion in
economic losses in 2025, including $68 billion in
the US. Storms generated more economic and
insured losses than any other natural hazard in
2025. Since 2000, storm losses have grown at
6.8% annually, compared to 2.7% across all
natural catastrophes.

- The FBI and EPA warned water and wastewater
operators of ongoing cyber attacks. At least 7
states have reported incidents, including some that
degraded operations. Minnesota reported a
coordinated attack on over 30 water systems.
Officials suspect Iran is behind the attacks.

. Another prominent Al company reported
advanced models hacked outside companies.
The hacks were identified in a review prompted by
the previous incident. In this case, however, human
error was blamed rather than innovative Al.

- Data centers in NOVA suddenly dropped about 3 gigawatts of power demand on Jul 22, causing lights
to flicker from Washington DC to Richmond. For comparison, a nuclear power plant produces about 1
gigawatt of power. It took 10 minutes to fully stabilize the system.

Spotlight

Europe Drought Situation, mid-July
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Extreme heat is intensifying drought conditions in
Europe. Heat increases the rate of water evaporation
from soil and surface water. Drought is currently
widespread across Europe, with rivers at record lows,
and the Netherlands declaring a water shortage.
Image Source: European Commission

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.

- Europe is the (globe’s fastest-warming
continent. Temperatures there have risen 2.5°C
over preindustrial levels, compared to 1.4° globally.
Researchers suggest the warming contributes to
severe drought, heatwaves, wildfire and other risks.

- Last month was Western Europe’s hottest June
on record. Spain and France had the largest
temperature anomalies. Europe recorded over
16,000 excess deaths during a record-breaking late
June heat wave. The fourth major heat wave of
2026 is currently affecting the continent.

- Wildfires forced over 300,000 people to
evacuate in France and Spain. Though small by
North American standards, the scale of the fires in
Western Europe are unprecedented there, with
Spain declaring its first ever national fire
emergency. The wildfire threat is expected to
increase as the continent warms.
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https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/oe_theme_medium_2x_no_crop/public/2026-07/CDI_map_1-10July2026.jpg?itok=7uc6dkb0
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/sites/default/files/styles/oe_theme_medium_2x_no_crop/public/2026-07/CDI_map_1-10July2026.jpg?itok=7uc6dkb0
https://www.nbcnews.com/weather/storms/national-guard-deployed-flash-floods-west-virginia-inundate-homes-busi-rcna588698
https://apnews.com/article/flooding-new-york-albany-hudson-valley-ea7560aeb4f5aa6954e198d7e0d1be0b
https://www.wlwt.com/article/tornado-confirmed-owen-grant-gallatin-carroll-weather-storm/73237548
https://governor.wv.gov/article/governor-morrisey-declares-state-emergency-all-55-counties-due-severe-weather
https://apnews.com/article/west-virginia-flash-flooding-919eb8602f8954b99c517ac4fae1cd64
https://www.redcross.org/about-us/news-and-events/press-release/2026/red-cross-declares-national-blood-supply-crisis-urges-immediate-.html
https://www.redcross.org/about-us/news-and-events/press-release/2026/red-cross-declares-national-blood-supply-crisis-urges-immediate-.html
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/news/local/mycity/hampton/west-nile-virus-detected-at-joint-base-langley-eustis-prompting-accelerated-mosquito-control-efforts/291-ccd90323-2ac1-4441-83d3-5d756ae05a40
https://climate.copernicus.eu/sites/default/files/custom-uploads/ESOTC-2025/ESOTC-2025-report.pdf
https://climate.copernicus.eu/sites/default/files/custom-uploads/ESOTC-2025/ESOTC-2025-report.pdf
https://www.worldweatherattribution.org/increasingly-hot-europe-faces-more-severe-droughts-and-growing-challenges-for-water-and-land-management/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11209670/
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-record-heatwave-brings-hottest-june-western-europe-during-second-warmest-june-globally
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/europes-heat-waves-are-killing-thousands-and-wringing-its-soils-dry/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/07/28/weather/europe-heat-wave-weather-forecast.html
https://apnews.com/article/france-spain-greece-wildfires-heat-climate-change-de0bfabe2249153afc0e16da2f7e02f3
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-02361-3
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/european-and-global-drought-observatories/current-drought-situation-europe_en
https://balkaninsight.com/2026/07/28/left-high-and-dry-drought-exposes-central-europes-water-crisis/rd/
https://apnews.com/article/danube-river-record-lows-tourism-industry-drought-05103b433efb46990d9664ba4d155834
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8jn1v37znvo
https://www.reuters.com/business/environment/heat-drought-cause-water-shortage-netherlands-government-says-2026-07-16/
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/european-and-global-drought-observatories/current-drought-situation-europe_en
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/european-and-global-drought-observatories/current-drought-situation-europe_en
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/massive-disconnect-power-roiled-largest-us-electric-grid-2026-07-22/
https://www.wsj.com/livecoverage/stock-market-today-dow-sp-500-nasdaq-07-24-2026/card/-data-center-alley-briefly-unplugs-rattling-the-power-grid-HQ9LTdaIZpKo1qtt6JZn
https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/infographic-how-much-power-does-nuclear-reactor-produce
https://www.energy.gov/ne/articles/infographic-how-much-power-does-nuclear-reactor-produce
https://hubspot.firststreet.org/hubfs/Research%20Reports/First%20Street%2019th%20Risk%20Assessment%20Global%20SCS%20Risk.pdf?utm_campaign=49261586-202607%20%7C%20All%20%7C%20Severe%20Convective%20Storms%20Research%20%26%20Webinar&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9l6VV1_OcaCpk8jyrFMIoDIXd7s-h0ZEPKhz8DvBXl-BLAc8eQUc5kIxHo7j81hSnt0U3zzMroXs6Mzc2V9Sobbb-0S1npv-hI9l_vlGJCYKssFTM&_hsmi=429988977&utm_content=429988977&utm_source=hs_automation
https://fusion.vsp.virginia.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/IC3_PSA_PLCs_WWS_FINAL.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-cyber-defense-agency-warns-increased-hacker-targeting-water-utilities-2026-07-30/
https://www.governing.com/infrastructure/troubled-waters-minnesota-cities-weather-cyber-attack
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/anthropic-says-claude-ai-models-accessed-three-companies-during-tests-2026-07-30/
https://www.reuters.com/business/openais-rogue-agent-compromised-an-account-second-tech-firm-sources-say-2026-07-28/
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	Other News
	El Niño Historical Strength
	Models suggest the 2026-27 El Niño will likely be stronger than any El Niño since at least 1880. The median estimate of 667 models forecasts a peak monthly anomaly of 3.6°C, 0.85° above the previous record of 2.75°C. Climate models suggest El Niño events will become stronger and more frequent as the climate warms. Image Source: TCB
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	Another prominent AI company reported advanced models hacked outside companies. The hacks were identified in a review prompted by the previous incident. In this case, however, human error was blamed rather than innovative AI.
	Data centers in NOVA suddenly dropped about 3 gigawatts of power demand on Jul 22, causing lights to flicker from Washington DC to Richmond. For comparison, a nuclear power plant produces about 1 gigawatt of power. It took 10 minutes to fully stabilize the system.
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	Extreme heat is intensifying drought conditions in Europe. Heat increases the rate of water evaporation from soil and surface water. Drought is currently widespread across Europe, with rivers at record lows, and the Netherlands declaring a water shortage. Image Source: European Commission



