
Key Figures 

Situation Update 
Office of Emergency Preparedness 

Page 1 

Key Takeaways 

August 14, 2026 

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for   
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 

Virginia has not reported an outbreak-associated measles case
since Jun 29, surpassing two 21-day incubation periods without
a reported case. 
July was the hottest month ever recorded in the contiguous US,
while global seas and Europe also hit new heat records. 
VDH reiterated its commitment to evidence-based vaccine
recommendations. 

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

Drought Intensity Map 

Drought continues to ease across Virginia. However, 18% of the state
‌remains in severe or extreme drought. Image Source: USDM

Measles 

Ebola

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola  cases 
reported as of Aug 11. 

4,588 

Probable and confirmed
Ebola  deaths  reported as of
Aug 11. 

2,131 

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week. 
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Heat is forecast to return to Virginia this weekend and extend into early
next week. Image Source:  NWS 
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Maximum Heat Index‌
Fri 11:00 AM to Mon 11:00 AM 

Drought 

The share of Virginia’s land
mass remaining in  drought‌
status  as of Aug 11. 

44% 

https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA


Ebola 
The  W HO reported 4,588 confirmed or probable
cases in the DRC (4,566), Uganda (21) and
France (1).  2,131 people have died, and 937 have
recovered, for a case fatality rate of 46%.   

The Africa CDC is planning a broad rollout of
vaccines targeting the Zaire strain of Ebola.
Test tube and animal studies suggest it may have
some limited effectiveness against the Bundibugyo
virus in the current outbreak. The WHO and Africa
CDC are also working on efficacy trials, but these
may become moot as Phase 3 trials for
Bundibugyo-specific vaccines may begin next
month. 
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 
Virginia  has not reported an outbreak-
associated measles case since Jun 29,
 surpassing two 21-day incubation periods without a
reported case.    154 outbreak-associated cases
have been  recorded , all among people who were
unvaccinated or with unknown vaccination status. 4
people were hospitalized.   

N ationally , the CDC reported 2,556 cases
across 47 jurisdictions  as of Aug 13.
Pennsylvania added 64 cases last week, Ohio
added 16 and Maryland added 4. No other state
added more than 3. 

As of Aug 11, the CDC has received 13,895
reports of lab-confirmed  cyclosporiasis .  The
CDC is also aware of 10,455 additional cases that
are not lab-confirmed or require additional
investigation.   

Outbreak -linked cases have been reported to
the CDC from  15 states .  Independently,  Michigan 
reported 13,909 total cases,  Ohio  has reported
5,445 and  Indiana  1,983. The outbreak appears to
be  slowing . 

Public health officials are investigating a
Salmonella outbreak linked to jalapeños. The
CDC has reported 345 cases and 36
hospitalizations across 27 states, including 2 cases
in Virginia. Jalapeños from Sinaloa, Mexico and
distributed by Coast Citrus Distributors have been
recalled. 

Cyclosporiasis 

Respiratory virus activity is very low nationally, but the
‌CDC reports COVID-19 activity is growing or likely

‌growing in all reporting jurisdictions. Virginia reports
‌minimal and stable COVID-19 activity.

Image Source: CDC

Confirmed Measles Cases, Americas Region
2004-2026 

Through Jul 18, the Americas Region saw 47,459
 confirmed measles cases in 2026. This is 8x more

 cases recorded at this time last year, and more annual
 cases reported since at least 2004. Guatemala

 (32,371), Mexico (12,255) and the US (2,260) reported
 the most cases. Image Source: PAHO

Seasonal Illness 

COVID-19 Epidemic Trend

https://www.paho.org/sites/default/files/2026/08/2026-august-7-phe-epi-alert-measlesenfinal.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.science.org/content/article/mismatched-vaccine-being-rolled-out-against-ebola-outbreak
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/measles/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/php/surveillance/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/outbreaks/07-26/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/outbreaks/07-26/locations.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mdhhs/keep-mi-healthy/infectious-diseases/infectious-disease-outbreaks
https://data.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/data/view/summary-of-infectious-diseases-in-ohio
https://www.in.gov/health/idepd/diseases-and-conditions-resource-page/cyclosporiasis/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/cyclospora/worst-behind-us-cyclospora-outbreak-seems-be-slowing-michigan
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/outbreaks/javiana-08-26/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/salmonella/outbreaks/javiana-08-26/locations.html
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/outbreak-investigation-salmonella-jalapeno-august-2026
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html
https://www.paho.org/sites/default/files/2026/08/2026-august-7-phe-epi-alert-measlesenfinal.pdf
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Other News 
July was the hottest month ever recorded for
the contiguous US. The CONUS-wide average
was 76.9°F, 3.3°F above the 20th-century average.
All states ranked in the warmest 3  for their July
temperature records. Similarly, Western Europe
had its hottest June-July period on record, the third
consecutive month of ‘exceptional’ heat there.

rd

The US Northwest is experiencing a record-
breaking wildfire season. Nationally, 46,469
wildfires have burned over 6.5 million acres in
2026, 129% and 155% of the 10-year averages,
respectively. Smoke from US and Canadian
wildfires continues to blanket the country, affecting
air quality where it dips to the surface. 

VDH reiterated its commitment to evidence-
based vaccine recommendations after the White
House issued an Executive Order with its own
recommendations.  Multiple medical and public
health organizations issued statements criticizing
the Executive Order.

Researchers used AI to create 16 new
functional viral genomes able to reproduce in
bacteria and infect other bacteria. These viruses
can only infect bacteria and pose no threat to
humans, but add to growing concerns of
biosecurity risks from AI.

July 2026 saw the highest average global sea surface
temperature ever recorded for July, partly fueled by El

Niño conditions which are still developing. Global
surface air temperatures were the joint-second

warmest for July, tied with July 2024 and behind the
record set in July 2023.‌

Image Source:  C‌opernicus

Global Sea Surface Temperatures

3 million gallons of raw sewage spilled into a
Portsmouth intersection and nearby Hull Creek.
The flow from a burst pipe lasted about 11 hours
and reached 3-4 feet high. Sewage was pumped
out and hauled away by truck. In a much smaller
incident, about 45,000 gallons of sewage spilled
into Fishing Creek near Lynchburg. 

Mpox has waned on the African mainland, but
the island nation of Madagascar is dealing with
a large clade 1b outbreak. The WHO reports
nearly 3,000 cases there. The country received
60,000 vaccine doses through the end of July, but
estimates 1 million people are at risk, so has begun
fractional dosing - splitting a single dose into fifths.

NOAA increased its forecast for a below-normal
Atlantic hurricane season to 75%, up from 55%
in its May outlook. NOAA now predicts 7-13 named
storms, 2-6 hurricanes, and 0-2 major hurricanes.
So far there have been just 3 short-lived tropical
storms. However, two of those storms made
landfall on the Gulf Coast, causing significant
damage.

Biggest Global Threats 

In a seven-nation survey, respondents identified
climate change, mass migration, and political
extremism as the largest global threats, while

pandemics were considered the least concerning
threat. Among US respondents, political extremism,
climate change and artificial intelligence were the
biggest perceived threats. Image Source:  YouGov

https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-highest-july-global-ocean-surface-temperatures-exceptionally-hot-dry-conditions-fuel
https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/55238-1-global-instability-what-issues-and-countries-do-people-see-as-the-biggest-threats
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/national-climate-202607
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-highest-july-global-ocean-surface-temperatures-exceptionally-hot-dry-conditions-fuel
https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/utahs-historic-fire-season-of-2026/
https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/utahs-historic-fire-season-of-2026/
https://attheu.utah.edu/facultystaff/utahs-historic-fire-season-of-2026/
https://www.chronline.com/stories/washington-state-fire-season-already-third-worst-in-decades-1125-square-miles-burn,406565
https://www.nifc.gov/fire-information/nfn
https://fire.airnow.gov/#4.08/43.85/-105.02
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/virginia-department-of-health-commits-to-evidence-based-vaccine-recommendations-and-ensuring-access-to-childhood-vaccinations/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/virginia-department-of-health-reaffirms-its-commitment-to-vaccines-as-a-critical-tool-in-protecting-the-health-of-families-and-communities/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2026/08/delivering-gold-standard-childhood-vaccine-recommendations-for-americans/
https://www.acponline.org/acp-newsroom/american-college-of-physicians-executive-order-directing-changes-to-us-vaccine-schedule-problematic
https://www.eurekalert.org/news-releases/1139698
https://x.com/atscommunity/status/2087275431057633430
https://doh.wa.gov/newsroom/west-coast-health-alliance-joint-statement-federal-executive-order-regarding-childhood-vaccines
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/childhood-vaccines/cidrap-op-ed-what-vaccine-executive-order-gets-wrong-and-what-it-will-cost-us
https://www.aap.org/en/news-room/news-releases/aap/2026/aap-statement-in-response-to-executive-order-on-vaccines/
https://nmanet.org/news/national-medical-association-responds-to-executive-order-on-childhood-vaccines/
https://www.ama-assn.org/press-center/ama-press-releases/ama-statement-executive-order-changing-childhood-vaccine-schedule
https://x.com/DrTedros/status/2087472854883344797?s=20
https://www.idsociety.org/news--publications-new/articles/2026/idsa-statement-on-vaccine-executive-order/
https://www.smfm.org/news/smfm-statement-on-executive-order-changes-to-childhood-vaccine-schedule
https://www.pharmacist.com/APhA-Press-Releases/apha-statement-on-evidence-based-childhood-vaccine-recommendations
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aej8512
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/06/science/ai-viruses-bacteria-arc.html
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-highest-july-global-ocean-surface-temperatures-exceptionally-hot-dry-conditions-fuel
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-highest-july-global-ocean-surface-temperatures-exceptionally-hot-dry-conditions-fuel
https://wset.com/news/local/case-closed-on-investigation-into-fishing-creek-after-45000-gallon-sewage-spill-august-2026
https://wset.com/news/local/case-closed-on-investigation-into-fishing-creek-after-45000-gallon-sewage-spill-august-2026
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/#epidemic-curves
https://worldhealthorg.shinyapps.io/mpx_global/#sec-clades
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/madagascar-forced-to-divide-and-share-mpox-vaccines/
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/hurricane.shtml
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/outlooks/hurricane.shtml
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Atlantic_hurricane_season
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/2026_Atlantic_hurricane_season
https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/55238-1-global-instability-what-issues-and-countries-do-people-see-as-the-biggest-threats
https://yougov.com/en-gb/articles/55238-1-global-instability-what-issues-and-countries-do-people-see-as-the-biggest-threats
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