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Key Takeaways 

August 28, 2026 

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for   
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 

Respiratory illness activity in Virginia is minimal but trending up.
VDH reported a potential measles exposure at 4 sites in Reston
Virginia on Aug 16.
VDH reported 7 human cases of  West Nile Virus in 2026.
Foreign-backed hacking activity continues to impact critical
infrastructure in the US and elsewhere. 

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

NWS HeatRisk 

Heat is expected to return to the Commonwealth late next week,
‌including some areas with extreme heat risk. 

Image Source: NWS

Ebola

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola  cases 
reported as of Aug 25. 

6,125 

Probable and confirmed
Ebola  deaths  reported as of
Aug 25. 

2,747 

Tropical Storm Dolly  became the 4th named storm of the 2026 Atlantic
hurricane season. It has already been downgraded to post-Cyclone

remnants and is not expected to impact Virginia. Image Source:  NWS 

ral 

Tropical Storm Dolly

Drought 

The share of Virginia’s land
mass remaining in  drought‌
status  as of Aug 27. 

35% 

https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/public-relations-contacts/2026-news-releases/measles-exposure-nova-082726/
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.wpc.ncep.noaa.gov/heatrisk/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at4+shtml/272039.shtml?key_messages#contents
https://www.nhc.noaa.gov/refresh/graphics_at4+shtml/272039.shtml?gm_track#contents
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA


Ebola 

Africa CDC officials suspect only 30-40% of
cases are being detected and reported. UN
officials noted the outbreak is spreading
‘exponentially’ in an area larger than France. Two
cases have been identified in a sixth province,  
Bas-Uélé, which neighbors Central African
Republic.

A senior UN official noted that funding for the
response could run out in weeks, and described
operating conditions as ‘brutal’. Health workers still
report delays in payments, leading to strikes. 160
health workers have been infected, and 43 have
died. 

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for 
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 

Pennsylvania announced 2 measles-associated
 deaths . ‌Both individuals were unvaccinated. They
were the first measles-associated deaths in the
state in 35 years, and the first  nationally  this year. 3
deaths were reported nationally in 2025.‌ ‌

As of publication, the CDC had not updated
measle case and outbreak data.

A multi-study review found an average measles
 outbreak cost  of $43,204 per case‌, and average
cost per contact of $443. Fixed public health costs
per outbreak average almost $300k, with each
case adding $16,300 to outbreak costs.‌  

Denver Measles Outbreak Costs

A 10-case outbreak in Denver in early 2025 required
6,785 state and local labor hours to contain, and cost
$491,175. Costs included public health response in
the community, schools, and at medical facilities. 

Image Source: WaPo

Seasonal Illness 

Virginia’s overall respiratory illness activity is
minimal but trending up. Respiratory illness
accounted for 7.7% of ED visits for the week
ending Aug 22, up from 7% a week ago. Among
diagnosed ED visits, COVID-19 is seeing an
increase, particularly among 0-4 year-olds.

Virginia ED Visits for Diagnosed COVID-19 

Emergency department visits for diagnosed COVID-
19 are up for all age groups, but have increased

sharply for 0-4 year-olds recently. 
Image Source: VDH

https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/interactive/2026/08/24/fighting-measles-is-expensive-see-what-it-cost-contain-10-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://healthpolicy-watch.news/ebola-outbreak-may-be-three-times-the-official-size/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/08/1168182
https://news.un.org/en/story/2026/08/1168182
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/aug/22/ebola-drc-democratic-republic-congo-health-workers-unpaid-wages
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/newsroom/pennsylvania-department-of-health-confirms-two-measles-associate
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0264410X26008492
https://www.washingtonpost.com/health/interactive/2026/08/24/fighting-measles-is-expensive-see-what-it-cost-contain-10-cases/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/media-update/#1
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
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Other News 

Virginia’s infrastructure received an overall
grade of ‘C’ in the latest report from the American
Society of Civil Engineers. Grades varied from ‘D’
(energy) to ‘B+’ (bridges, broadband). Notably,
Virginia’s drinking water systems earned a ‘C+’,
dams earned a ‘C-’ and wastewater earned a ‘D+’. 

VDH reported 7 human cases of West Nile Virus
in 2026. The cases indicate that WNV is active in
the environment, which is normal in late summer
and early fall. WNV has also been detected in
mosquitoes in Virginia Beach.

The CDC suggests mpox clade IIb is ‘likely
transition[ing] toward endemic circulation.’ The
virus has been circulating in the US since 2022. In
2024 and 2025, 76% of cases were in
unvaccinated patients, who also had a 9.7x chance
of being hospitalized. 

 

Spurred by the still developing El Niño, global
sea surface temperatures hit a new record on
Aug 21. The daily average sea surface
temperature hit 21.10°C, beating the previous
record set in Mar 2024. A new record was set four
days later when the temperature hit 21.11°C on
Aug 25.

Earth’s 3 dominant greenhouse gases all reached
record concentrations in 2025, indicating that  impacts 

from climate change are likely to continue
accelerating.  Planners  should expect the trend toward

bigger and more frequent  disasters  to continue. 
Image Source: AMS 

Medicaid Work Requirement Impacts 

Boston Scientific, a global medical device
supplier, reported a cyberattack that is disrupting
company operations. It is the latest health sector
supplier to be impacted by cyberattacks. Health
care is the leading target of cyberattacks in the US. 

A China-linked network hacked US government
agencies, power companies, health systems
and other critical infrastructure. The network
has been operating since 2018. Meanwhile, the UK
reported that Iran-linked hackers managed to shut
down a small energy facility.

Violent crime decreased by 9.3% nationally
from 2023 to 2024. Violent crime declined among
all categories, with robbery (18.5%) and homicide
(18.1%) declining the most. Property crime also
declined by 12.4%. 

Two people were infected with influenza
A(H1N2)v (swine flu) at a Michigan agricultural
fair where ill swine were present.  Separately, a
study revealed that HPAI A(H5N1) can infect swine
without causing overt symptoms. 

 ‌ER visits by  uninsured persons  increased 8% in
Virginia last year. That trend is expected to

continue when new federal work requirements for
Medicaid take effect next year. The  Governor’s‌

‌Office  estimates that nearly 300k Virginians could
be impacted, and is  taking   steps  to minimize the

impact. Image Source:  Va HHR 

Greenhouse Gas Atmospheric Concentration 

https://www.hhr.virginia.gov/hhr-dashboard/
https://www.hhr.virginia.gov/hhr-dashboard/
https://www.ametsoc.org/sites/ams/assets/Image/publications/stateofclimate/greenhouse-gases-graph--state-of-the-climate-2025--2000px.jpg
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/state-item/virginia/
https://www.cdc.gov/west-nile-virus/data-maps/current-year-data.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/media-update/previous-media-updates/
https://virginiabeach.gov/connect/news/mosquito-samples-show-possible-west-nile-activity-in-several-neighborhoods
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/75/wr/mm7532a1.htm
https://apnews.com/article/hottest-oceans-climate-change-el-nino-fisheries-9dd6ecf3b358a89d2b3a5468d69dbdbc
https://pulse.climate.copernicus.eu/
https://apnews.com/article/climate-change-disaster-big-one-threat-5b062254250a759483c94376d32ae478
https://journals.ametsoc.org/view/journals/bams/106/3/BAMS-D-23-0297.1.xml
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/world/why-experts-think-climate-change-will-cause-more-frequent-and-extreme-weather-events
https://www.ametsoc.org/ams/publications/journals/bulletin-of-the-american-meteorological-society-bams/state-of-the-climate/
https://news.bostonscientific.com/update-on-recent-cybersecurity-incident
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/boston-scientific-hit-by-cyberattack-global-operations-affected-2026-08-26/
https://www.thinkglobalhealth.org/article/cyberattacks-hit-u-s-health-care-hardest
https://www.wsj.com/tech/cybersecurity/fbi-shuts-down-sprawling-china-linked-hacking-network-61eade59
https://www.reuters.com/world/china/china-sponsored-hacking-platforms-seized-by-us-justice-department-says-2026-08-26/
https://www.reuters.com/business/energy/uk-briefs-energy-chiefs-after-iran-linked-cyber-attack-reports-2026-08-24/
https://cde.ucr.cjis.gov/LATEST/resources/reports/UCR_Summary_of_Reported_Crimes_in_the_Nation_2025.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/fluview/surveillance/2026-week-32.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/8/25-1765_article
https://virginiamercury.com/2026/07/21/er-visits-by-uninsured-patients-in-virginia-hospitals-spiked-by-8-last-year/
https://www.hhr.virginia.gov/hhr-dashboard/
https://www.hhr.virginia.gov/hhr-dashboard/
https://virginiamercury.com/2026/07/08/dropped-your-aca-insurance-due-to-spiking-premiums-you-could-qualify-for-a-state-subsidy-this-fall/
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/eo-20-keep-virginia-covered.pdf
https://www.hhr.virginia.gov/hhr-dashboard/#hhrDashboardCards
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