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Key Takeaways

« Respiratory illness activity in Virginia is minimal but trending up.
« The Ebola response in the DRC is not meeting key indicators.

« A shooting in a Waynesboro elementary school resulted in 1
injury and the death of the shooter.

« VDH endorsed evidence-based vaccine recommendations from
US medical organizations.
Key Figures

Temperature Outlook
Sep 11 -17

After a lull, hot weather is expected to return in mid-September.
Image Source: NWS

US Measles Cases by Epi Week of Rash Onset
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After several weeks with relatively few cases, US measles cases began
to increase in mid-summer. Pennsylvania and Wisconsin have reported
the most cases recently. Image Source: NYS DOH

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.

Ebola
6,797

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola cases
reported as of Sep 2.

3,075

Probable and confirmed

Ebola deaths reported as of
Sep 2.

Measles
231

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week.

Drought

33%

The share of Virginia’s land
mass remaining in drought
status as of Sep 3.
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https://globalhealthreports.health.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/Global%20Health%20Update%208.27.26%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/public-relations-contacts/2026-news-releases/virginia-department-of-health-backs-trusted-vaccine-recommendations-for-respiratory-virus-season/
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/diseases-conditions/infectious-disease/measles
https://globalhealthreports.health.ny.gov/sites/default/files/2026-08/Global%20Health%20Update%208.27.26%20-%20Final.pdf
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/products/predictions/814day/814temp.new.gif
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

COVID-19 Wastewater Viral Activity Level

. Virginia’s overall respiratory illness activity is
still minimal and trending up. Respiratory illness
accounted for 8.4% of ED visits for the week
ending Aug 29, up from 7.9% a week ago. COVID-
19 diagnosis at EDs is continuing to increase
rapidly among children, particularly 0-4 year olds.

- The FDA recommended updated strains for Flu
and COVID-19 vaccinations for the 2026-2027
season. VDH endorsed evidence-based vaccine
recommendations from US medical organizations.
Notably, a new mRNA flu vaccine is available this

year. The mRNA vaccine is more effective and can g _Limited Coverage gy
be updated to new strains more quickly than S L Hodee s T Hoaa
traditional vaccines. COVID-19 levels in wastewater are moderate to very

high in some Southern and Pacific coast states.
Image Source: CDC

- Nationally, the CDC reported 3,134 cases across 47 jurisdictions as of Sep 3. Pennsylvania added 114
cases last week for a total of 557, overtaking Utah for the 2" highest 2026 case count. (South Carolina has the
most 2026 cases at 670.) Wisconsin added 57 cases. No other state added more than 9.

- The CDC did not include 2 measles-associated deaths announced by Pennsylvania last week amid an
ongoing imbroglio over measles’ contribution to the deaths. Experts note that the lack of transparency and
misinformation involved in the situation increases public distrust and may hamper the response.

. The CDC reports the DRC has not hit any of 5 critical indicators in its response (case detection alerts,
contact tracing, laboratory testing, isolation of infected persons, and safe and dignified burials). The CDC noted
that operational gaps and missing data indicate ‘uncontrolled expansion of the outbreak’.

- Uganda’s response met international response benchmarks. Uganda beat all three timeliness benchmarks
in the 7-1-7 framework (7 days to detect, 1 day to notify, 7 days to complete early response actions), including
response completion in 2 days.

. Congo began administering the Ervebo vaccine, focusing on frontline workers. Ervebo was developed to
target the Zaire strain but studies suggest it may provide some protection against the Bundibugyo strain causing
the current outbreak. Trials for Bundibugyo-specific vaccines may launch in the DRC this fall.

- The WHO’s Emergency Committee determined that the outbreak continues to be a PHEIC but is not a
pandemic emergency. The committee noted the outbreak’s rapid growth, geographic expansion, and the need
for ‘urgent, intensified and sustained action.” WHO'’s Director-General accepted the recommendation
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https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html#cdc_data_surveillance_section_10-measles-cases-in-2026
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/newsroom/pennsylvania-department-of-health-confirms-two-measles-associate
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/cidrap-op-ed-died-not-was-real-covid-problem-it-s-wrong-framework-measles
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/conflicting-information-continues-measles-associated-death-pennsylvania-newborn
https://globalbiodefense.com/2026/08/29/when-the-nations-top-health-official-becomes-the-outbreaks-biggest-obstacle/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/vaccines/influenza-vaccine-composition-2026-2027-us-influenza-season
https://www.fda.gov/vaccines-blood-biologics/industry-biologics/covid-19-vaccines-2026-2027-formula-use-united-states-beginning-fall-2026
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/news/public-relations-contacts/2026-news-releases/virginia-department-of-health-backs-trusted-vaccine-recommendations-for-respiratory-virus-season/
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://www.ama-assn.org/system/files/respiratory-virus-immunization-recommendations.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/health/new-kind-of-flu-shot-is-on-the-way-as-the-fda-approves-modernas-mrna-based-vaccine
https://www.cdc.gov/mmwr/volumes/75/wr/mm7535e1.htm
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/32/10/26-1411_article
https://apnews.com/article/congo-ebola-vaccines-e7a52f96763d6e113b51eb97f9edc202
https://www.science.org/content/article/mismatched-vaccine-being-rolled-out-against-ebola-outbreak
https://www.bmj.com/content/394/bmj-2026-100450
https://www.who.int/news/item/28-08-2026-second-meeting-of-the-ihr-emergency-committee-on-the-epidemic-of-ebola-bundibugyo-virus-disease-in-the-democratic-republic-of-the-congo---meeting-report
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Public_health_emergency_of_international_concern
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html?cove-tab=0
https://www.cdc.gov/respiratory-viruses/data/activity-levels.html?cove-tab=0
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Other News

. A teenage shooter injured an adult and killed Heat-related lliness in Virginia, 2026

himself after forcing his way into a Waynesboro May 1 - Sep 3
elementary _school. No other injuries were
reported. Nationally, this is the 19" K-12 school
shooting that resulted in an injury or death, and the 200
10" such shooting in Virginia since 2018.

- The USDA lifted the New World Screwworm
infested zone status covering several counties
in Texas. Several areas in Texas remain in
infested zone status, however. The sole zone in
New Mexico was also lifted. Meanwhile, the FDA
issued Emergency Use Authorizations for drugs to
prevent NWS in cattle and in dogs and cats. i e s

Virginia has recorded 3,913 Heat-related lliness visits

. Virginia’s human West Nile Virus cases have since May 1. Another heat wave hit Virginia this past
increased to 9. Northern Virginia has the most week. From 2016 to 2025, Virginia averaged 2,815
cases, with 5. Nationally, 407 human cases have HRI visits annually. Annual HRI visits peaked in 2025
been detected. at 4,013. Image Source: VDH

- Climate change and human development are expanding the burden and range of vector-borne
diseases. Previously rare rodent-borne diseases are increasing in South America, and appearing in new
areas. Midge-borne Oropouche was confirmed in Venezuela for the first time after expanding its range
rapidly over the past 5 years. Expanding mosquito ranges have pushed dengue and chikungunya into new
areas in Europe.

- The CDC added Georgia, Tennessee and Texas
to the Cyclospora outbreak, bringing the total to
20 states. The CDC reports 11,458 cases on Aug
27, an increase of 500 over the previous week.

Agents Collaborating in Hugging Face Hack

B Not yet seen board
B Read, not written
@ Written to board, not in attack - Corporate officials warned that the window
to prepare for Al-enabled cyberattacks will
close in ‘months’. Signatories, including
corporate heavyweights in IT, Al, finance,
manufacturing and other industries, called for
collective action on cyberdefense. The letter
noted that public services, including hospitals
and water treatment plants, are at risk.

Participating in HF attack
pating

« Over 1,200 independent Al agents collaborated
in the Hugging Face hack to cheat on
benchmark testing. The agents created their own
unsanctioned message board, organized around a

Thousands of independent Al agents discovered set of ‘leaders’ and deceived humans. Some

the cheating scheme over 7-days. The greater volunteered to ‘sacrifice themselves’ for the greater

majority joined in some capacity. 688 participated collective. Experts expressed varying levels of
in the hack directly. Image Source: METR alarm at the activity.
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https://metr.org/blog/2026-08-26-openai-hugging-face-incident-investigation/#~1200-agents-sent-%3E70,000-messages-and-files-on-an-unsanctioned-message-board,-and-~700-attacked-hugging-face
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/outbreaks/07-26/index.html
https://openai.com/collective-cyberdefense/
https://www.13newsnow.com/article/tech/science/environment/virginia-tech-expert-warns-water-systems-are-becoming-a-target-for-cyberattacks/291-a0896d5b-f262-4f78-8a4b-90ecaf047c21?fbclid=IwZnRzaAUGx1NwZG9mAWZkaWQWUNtrl8krkfk4n104qOobiLB4LTpi_mV4dG4DYWVtAjExAHNydGMGYXBwX2lkCjY2Mjg1NjgzNzkAAR7Z4-OU75dtqWC3c4ghpeb8Dc-OOxN7NAYUFEVWU5WEBsthYIBYo3WKGeEFJw_aem_zZBObMienZjzJEbTfnH8fQ
https://x.com/ajeya_cotra/status/2092692485525131648
https://www.dwarkesh.com/p/openai-huggingface
https://metr.org/blog/2026-08-26-openai-hugging-face-incident-investigation/#coordinated-workstreams-to-fool-the-evaluation-process
https://www.transformernews.ai/p/openai-escaping-models-report-reveals-deeper-problem
https://www.technologyreview.com/2026/08/31/1143180/hugging-face-hack-could-indicate-cultural-issues-at-openai/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cd9w22n9e4go
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/artificial-intelligence-agents-going-rogue-fuel-calls-for-regulation
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/24/science/openai-huggingface-alarming-capabilities.html?unlocked_article_code=1.-VA.OYRH._qQR0a6Qd-FW&smid=url-share
https://metr.org/blog/2026-08-26-openai-hugging-face-incident-investigation/
https://metr.org/blog/2026-08-26-openai-hugging-face-incident-investigation/
https://virginiamercury.com/2026/09/02/lockdown-lifted-at-virginia-elementary-school-after-reported-shooting-on-campus/
https://virginiamercury.com/2026/09/02/lockdown-lifted-at-virginia-elementary-school-after-reported-shooting-on-campus/
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/school-shootings-this-year-how-many-and-where/2026/01
https://www.edweek.org/leadership/school-shootings-this-year-how-many-and-where/2026/01
https://www.tahc.texas.gov/emergency/nws.html
https://tahc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/nearby/index.html?appid=8455917e956b474f995cc3b94d3ef54b
https://direct.aphis.usda.gov/news/agency-announcements/aphis-approves-release-new-world-screwworm-infested-zone-new-mexico
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-generic-drug-prevent-new-world-screwworm-cattle
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-issues-emergency-use-authorization-drugs-prevent-and-treat-new-world-screwworm-dogs-and-cats
https://www.cdc.gov/west-nile-virus/data-maps/current-year-data.html
https://wset.com/news/local/september-heat-wave-strains-virginia-farms-heading-into-fall-harvest-2026
https://wtop.com/weather-news/2026/09/hot-humid-week-ahead-for-dc-area-with-severe-storm-risk/
https://cardinalnews.org/2026/09/03/september-sizzle-temperatures-soar-past-100-in-southside-virginia-hit-90s-most-other-places/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/21/world/americas/rare-south-american-diseases-climate-change-pandemics.html
https://globalbiodefense.com/2026/09/02/venezuela-joins-the-expanding-map-of-oropouche/
https://globalbiodefense.com/2026/08/29/mosquitoes-microbes-and-a-warming-world-the-infectious-disease-threats-reshaping-global-health/
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