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Key Takeaways

« Respiratory illness activity in Virginia is minimal but trending up.

. Rapid Al development is increasingly raising concerns,
including dire warnings from Al company staff and officials.

. Today is the 25" anniversary of the 9.11.2001 attacks, directly
impacting New York, Virginia and Pennsylvania. The Governor’s
Office ordered flags at half-staff to commemorate victims and
first responders.
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Virginia’s Drought Monitoring Task Force returned the Big Sandy
Drought Evaluation Region in Southwest Virginia to ‘normal conditions’
- the first normal status region since Apr 16. Roanoke remains in
drought emergency status, and groundwater levels are in emergency
status in 8 other regions. Image Source: DEQ DMTF

Max Heat Index, Fri 11 AM to Mon 11 AM
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The heat index will remain elevated in much of the state this weekend,
including hitting 100°F in some spots. Image Source:NWS

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.

Ebola

7,108

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola cases
reported as of Sep 7.

3,270

Probable and confirmed
Ebola deaths reported as of
Sep 9.

Measles
160

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week.

Drought

35%

The share of Virginia’s land
mass remaining in drought
status as of Sep 8.

Subscribe to receive this update
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https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/38873/639241144339536038
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2026/september-releases/name-1123421-en.html
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/newsroom/news-releases/2026/september-releases/name-1123437-en.html
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.weather.gov/akq/vastateimages
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/38874/639241144341094511
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/VADEQ/bulletins/4270e2e
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/38874/639241144341094511
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/38874/639241144341094511
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
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Ongoing Monitored Situations

- Nationally, the CDC reported 3,294 year-to-date
cases across 47 jurisdictions. Pennsylvania
added 80 cases last week, Wisconsin added 45
and New York added 11. No other state added
more than 7. The CDC still reports 0 measles
deaths in 2026.

- The CDC estimates that 2.6% of US children
under 18 have an immunosuppressive
condition, based on insurance claims from 2012-
2017. 6.2% of US adults age 18-64 are also
immunosuppressed. Measles outbreaks are
complicating decisions about return to school for
parents of these children, and for adult college
students.

. Virginia’s overall respiratory illness activity is
still minimal and trending up. Respiratory illness
accounted for 9.5% of ED visits for the week
ending Sep 5, up from 8.5% the prior week.

ED Visit Share for Diagnosed COVID-19
Virginia
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The share of diagnosed COVID-19 at ED visits in
Virginia has increased among all age groups over the
past several weeks.

Image Source: VDH

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein.
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Measles Cases 2026
Among Residents

Image Source: CDC
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- WHO officials estimate the response needs an
additional 5,000 health workers to staff an
additional 1,600 beds in the DRC. Currently, there
are 1,400 treatment beds and 4,000 health workers
across 59 treatment centers. The number of
international organizations able to run clinics is also
reduced due to earlier global donor funding cuts.

Confirmed Cases in the DRC
o by Notification Date
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The number of confirmed cases has flattened in the
DRC. However, the outbreak continues to expand
geographically, affecting 61 health zones across 6
provinces. Response teams are monitoring almost
25,000 contacts, with an 85% success rate.
Image Source: WHO
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https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2026-DON617
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/8/19-1493_article
https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/8/19-1493_article
https://www.wired.com/story/measles-outbreaks-immunocompromised-kids-schools/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/who-says-staff-shortage-funding-challenges-hamper-congo-ebola-response-2026-09-08/
https://www.oecd.org/en/data/insights/data-explainers/2026/04/a-historic-decline-in-foreign-aid-preliminary-2025-oda-data.html
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.who.int/emergencies/disease-outbreak-news/item/2026-DON617
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html

Situation Update 7 VIRGINA_
Office of Emergency Preparedness VDHOF”EA“H

Other News

. The Towns of Purcellville and Quantico issued Heat-related lliness in Virginia, 2026

boil water advisories after main water line breaks May 1 - Sep 7
in separate incidents. Quantico’s break occurred

on the Marine Corps Base, but also affected the 200 mo

on-base town for civilians. Repairs are complete, 4
but testing continues following the loss of pressure. 1

- Florida is experiencing an ‘unusual increase’ in . E g
- . == +
locally-acquired dengue cases centered in WS

Tampa Bay. 111 cases have been reported and 1 1
rllrnﬂ

death is under investigation. 16 mosquito pools
across 6 counties have tested positive for dengue.

- Drought caused some European countries to

shut down significant shares of power Virginia recorded 301 Heat-related lliness visits for
generation in August. Reduced nuclear plant the week ending Sep 5. That number includes players,

X a coach, and multiple fans at a Richmond high school
operations and shutdowns caused Hungary to lose football game. Image Source: VDH
40% of its capacity, France over 33%, and

Romania 20%. Nuclear plants generate 28% of . An Anthropic researcher caused waves when
Virginia's power. he warned Al companies are ‘gambling with
our lives’ in a resignation statement. In response,
an Anthropic safety lead gave a >10% chance that
Al could ‘kill all humans’ within the next decade.
1M m Fall 2026  Historic His pos’g was shared by othgr AI res.earchers.
Meanwhile, OpenAl’s Chief Scientist claimed that
Al companies cannot ‘continue responsibly scaling
at maximum speed much longer and a new
member of Open Al's Safety and Security

Birds in Flight, Virginia

i sep ocT NOV Committee noted the ‘meaningful risk’ of
Migration over the Atlantic Flyway is increasing, with ‘catastrophic and irreversible loss of control in the
the peak expected in late September. Wild bird very near term.”’

migration may be associated with avian influenza
dispersion. However, HPAI A(H56N1) has only been
detected in 14 poultry flocks nationally in the past 30
days. Image Source: BirdCast

Cancer Center Drug Adequacy

- 6 cases of airport malaria were reported in ' P Yos, i migation
Frankfurt, Germany. 2 airport workers died. _ s1%

Investigators suspect mosquitoes were transported
on a flight from an endemic area. A 2024 review
identified 105 airport malaria cases in Europe
since 1969. The US has no documented cases.

« A cargo plane overshot its runway in Miami,

striking several cars on a nearby road. 5 people All 31 cancer centers in a recent survey reported
were killed and 5 injured, all of whom were on the shortages of at least 1 drug, 27 reported shortages of
ground. 2 or more drugs. 7% report not being able to meet

patient needs. Image Source: NCCN

This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for Page 3
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https://dashboard.birdcast.org/region/US-VA
https://www.nccn.org/docs/default-source/oncology-policy-program/nccn-drug-shortages-survey-september-2026.pdf
https://www.nccn.org/docs/default-source/oncology-policy-program/nccn-drug-shortages-survey-september-2026.pdf
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/09/09/anthropic-researcher-quits-ai-safety.html
https://www.wsj.com/tech/ai/anthropic-researcher-quits-over-out-of-control-ai-fears-707b7628
https://x.com/hilbertspaess/status/2097476203863224394
https://x.com/EvanHub/status/2097497037956891126
https://www.wired.com/story/anthropic-researcher-quits-jacob-coxon-ai-fears-humanity/
https://openai.com/index/an-alien-mind/
https://paulfchristiano.substack.com/p/personal-statement-on-joining-the
https://paulfchristiano.substack.com/p/personal-statement-on-joining-the
https://www.wusa9.com/article/news/health/purcellville-water-main-break-boil-water-advisory/65-6c8843a2-f60a-4f53-ae43-c6dcc9d87d4d
https://www.potomaclocal.com/2026/09/09/quantico-base-first-comment-suspected-main-break/
https://www.quantico.marines.mil/Portals/147/Info%20Tab/Water_Quality/NOTICE%20TO%20CONSUMERS%20of%20the%20MAINSIDE%20WATERWORKS_8Sept26.pdf
https://www.wusf.org/health-news-florida/2026-09-10/florida-investigates-possible-hillsborough-death-related-to-dengue-as-cases-hit-95
https://www.floridahealth.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/fl-arbovirus-report-w35-2026.pdf
https://thebulletin.org/2026/09/climate-change-is-exposing-nuclear-powers-reliability-problem/
https://thebulletin.org/2026/09/climate-change-is-exposing-nuclear-powers-reliability-problem/
https://www.eia.gov/states/VA/analysis
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/extreme-heat-thomas-jefferson-armstrong-game/
https://www.wric.com/news/local-news/richmond/extreme-heat-thomas-jefferson-armstrong-game/
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/surveillance-and-investigation/syndromic-surveillance/hri-surveillance/
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41467-026-69344-w
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/livestock-poultry-disease/avian/avian-influenza/hpai-detections/commercial-backyard-flocks
https://dashboard.birdcast.org/region/US-VA
https://dashboard.birdcast.org/region/US-VA
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/08/27/world/europe/malaria-deaths-frankfurt-airport.html?unlocked_article_code=1.AVE.wOla.-hYiEq7Devbr&smid=url-share
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/documents/Communicable-disease-threats-report-week-26-2026.pdf
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC7808401/
https://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/community/miami-dade/article317149792.html
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	Measles
	Nationally, the CDC reported 3,294 year-to-date cases across 47 jurisdictions. Pennsylvania added 80 cases last week, Wisconsin added 45 and New York added 11. No other state added more than 7. The CDC still reports 0 measles deaths in 2026.
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	ED Visit Share for Diagnosed COVID-19
	Virginia
	The share of diagnosed COVID-19 at ED visits in Virginia has increased among all age groups over the past several weeks.
	Image Source: VDH


	Ebola
	Confirmed Cases in the DRC
	by Notification Date
	The number of confirmed cases has flattened in the DRC. However, the outbreak continues to expand geographically, affecting 61 health zones across 6 provinces. Response teams are monitoring almost 25,000 contacts, with an 85% success rate.
	Image Source: WHO
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	Situation Update
	The Towns of Purcellville and Quantico issued boil water advisories after main water line breaks in separate incidents. Quantico’s break occurred on the Marine Corps Base, but also affected the on-base town for civilians. Repairs are complete, but testing continues following the loss of pressure.
	Florida is experiencing an ‘unusual increase’ in locally-acquired dengue cases centered in Tampa Bay. 111 cases have been reported and 1 death is under investigation. 16 mosquito pools across 6 counties have tested positive for dengue.
	Drought caused some European countries to shut down significant shares of power generation in August. Reduced nuclear plant operations and shutdowns caused Hungary to lose 40% of its capacity, France over 33%, and Romania 20%. Nuclear plants generate 28% of Virginia’s power.

	Birds in Flight, Virginia
	Migration over the Atlantic Flyway is increasing, with the peak expected in late September. Wild bird migration may be associated with avian influenza dispersion. However, HPAI A(H5N1) has only been detected in 14 poultry flocks nationally in the past 30 days.  Image Source: BirdCast

	Heat-related Illness in Virginia, 2026
	May 1 - Sep 7
	Virginia recorded 301 Heat-related Illness visits for the week ending Sep 5. That number includes players, a coach, and multiple fans at a Richmond high school football game. Image Source: VDH
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