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Key Takeaways 
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This document includes links to publicly available data and news sources. These items are included for   
situational awareness only and do not represent an endorsement of the source or information therein. 

Respiratory illness activity in Virginia is minimal and stable.
MMR vaccines have broad support. However, trust in MMR’s
safety has declined over the past 6 years.
This summer broke multiple heat records in the US and
globally.
The Governor’s office declared an emergency due to the
drought’s impact on agriculture. 

Subscribe to receive this update‌
‌in your inbox weekly 

Mean Temperature Percentiles 
Jun-Aug 2026‌  

Summer 2026 was the hottest on record for the contiguous US since
‌1895. For Virginia, it was the 6  hottest. Image Source: NCEIth

Ebola

Suspected, probable and
confirmed Ebola  cases 
reported as of Sep 16. 

7,914 

Probable and confirmed
Ebola  deaths  reported as of
Sep 16. 

3,608 

The Ebola outbreak has reached another, non-
contiguous DRC province. Image Source:  CDC 

ral 

Drought 

The share of Virginia’s land
mass remaining in  drought‌
status  as of Sep 15. 

35% 

Measles 

New measles cases reported
nationally in the past week. 

177 

Ebola Outbreak 

https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/national/202608
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://veoci.com/v/p/form/cvbch9pgw3xy
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/national/202608
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.who.int/emergencies/alert-and-response
https://www.cdc.gov/ebola/situation-summary/index.html
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/CurrentMap/StateDroughtMonitor.aspx?VA
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html


Regional Respiratory Illness Activity 

Respiratory illness activity is ‘low’ in Virginia’s Central
Region, and ‘minimal’ in all others. 

Image Source: VDH

Nationally , t‌he CDC reported 3,471 year-to-date
cases across 47 jurisdictions.‌ Pennsylvania
added 108 cases last week and Ohio added 30. No
other state added more than 7.‌ ‌

Pennsylvania confirmed 2 more  measles-
associated deaths , bringing the total to 4.  The
CDC  has not reported the deaths, claiming they are
not yet included in National Center for Health
Statistics records, and that they are working with
the CSTE to develop a case definition.  Previously ,
the CDC reported deaths that were reported to it by
states. The CDC still reports 3 deaths from 2025,
presumably under the existing methodology. 

Ebola 
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Ongoing Monitored Situations 

Measles 

Seasonal Illness 

Virginia’s overall respiratory illness activity is  
minimal and stable. Respiratory illness accounted
for 9.8% of ED visits for the week ending Sep 5, up
from 9.7% the prior week. 

2 reviews of recent scientific studies found that
 COVID-19  and  influenza  vaccines continue to
be safe and effective  for the 2026-27 season. The
JAMA reviews found both vaccines are associated
with reduced risk of severe disease and
hospitalization, including among persons at high
risk.   

The outbreak has spread to a  7  province ,  and
continues to spread to new health zones in
previously affected province. Sud-Ubangi province
reported an imported case from a patient who
traveled through Rwanda, Uganda, and several
DRC provinces after becoming ill in previously-
affected Tshopo province.   

th 

DRC’s Minister of Communications claimed
that the outbreak is  slowing , and had  peaked  in
the 3  week of August. However, the UN urged
caution and noted that, despite some progress, the
outbreak remains ‘ massive ’ and is not yet under
control.   

rd 

The majority of Americans believe the  MMR vaccine  is safe, but trust is declining. A recent survey
found trust declined to 76% from 84% in 2020. Though MMR vaccines have broad bipartisan

support, both the level and change in trust vary by political party. ‌Image Source: Reuters

Federal officials have not determined whether  COVID-19 vaccines  will be available through the
Vaccines for Children program.‌ States, which administer the program, have not been able to order the
vaccine, which is usually included in fall respiratory virus vaccination campaigns. Federal officials note that
COVID-19 does not follow the usual  seasonal pattern .‌  

Trust in MMR Vaccines 

https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://www.cdc.gov/measles/data-research/index.html
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/newsroom/doh-confirms-two-additional-measles-associated-deaths-
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/health/newsroom/doh-confirms-two-additional-measles-associated-deaths-
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/pennsylvania-reports-two-additional-measles-associated-deaths-2026-09-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/pennsylvania-reports-two-additional-measles-associated-deaths-2026-09-15/
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/measles/cdc-s-new-tracking-method-measles-deaths-puzzles-experts
https://www.vdh.virginia.gov/epidemiology/respiratory-diseases-in-virginia/data/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853778
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853779
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/dr-congo-s-ebola-outbreak-spreads-7th-province-cases-deaths-mount
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/dr-congo-s-ebola-outbreak-spreads-7th-province-cases-deaths-mount
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/dr-congo-s-ebola-outbreak-spreads-7th-province-cases-deaths-mount
https://www.cidrap.umn.edu/ebola/un-says-it-s-too-early-say-ebola-dr-congo-has-peaked
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/un-says-ebola-epidemic-still-huge-growing-2026-09-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/un-says-ebola-epidemic-still-huge-growing-2026-09-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/trust-measles-vaccines-falls-us-reuters-ipsos-poll-finds-2026-09-15/
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/trust-measles-vaccines-falls-us-reuters-ipsos-poll-finds-2026-09-15/
https://www.nytimes.com/2026/09/16/well/covid-vaccines-vfc-program-delay.html?unlocked_article_code=1.B1E.UYhS.mwYVos5gL9lP&smid=url-share
https://www.wsj.com/health/healthcare/states-delayed-in-getting-covid-shots-for-childrens-immunization-program-6b3fa392?st=6z5As8&reflink=desktopwebshare_permalink
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Other News 
This summer was the hottest on record for the
contiguous US, exceeding the previous record by
0.4°F. Aug 2026 was also the hottest on record for
CONUS since 1895. 59% of CONUS was in
drought on Sep 1.  

Saturday set the record for the latest date in the
season without a hurricane in the Atlantic.
Atlantic tropical activity is at a post-1950 low, at
just 7% of normal for this time of year. The strong
El Niño is likely suppressing activity. 

The CDC declared the cyclosporiasis outbreak
over, noting the number of infections has declined
significantly. The CDC recorded 12,883 cases, 570
hospitalizations and 2 deaths across 21 states in
the outbreak. The FDA’s investigation into the
source is ongoing.

The Governor’s office declared an emergency
due to the ongoing drought and its impact on
farmers, particularly affecting hay and forage. The
order may waive some non-safety regulations on
related transportation, prevents price-gouging, and
activates the VEST.

Monthly Global Surface Temperatures 

Aug 2026 had the hottest global average surface
temperature on record. At 16.96°C, it edged out Jul
2023's 16.95°C. However, the 0.01°C difference is
within the uncertainty interval so the months are

officially rated as tied. Global  sea surface‌
‌temperatures  also broke records in August. 

Image Source:  C‌I

The FDA has struggled to meet its food
inspection targets, particularly in foreign facilities.
Between 2018 and 2023, the FDA inspected at
most 9% of its annual foreign facility target,
compared to over 90% of domestic facilities in non-
pandemic years. 

A Jan 2025 GAO report noted workforce
capacity as the primary challenge. In Jul 2024
the FDA had 432 investigators to conduct 19,200
foreign inspections, along with inspections of
75,000 domestic facilities on a rotating basis. In
2025, the FDA lost 3,859 employees, with food
inspector vacancies hitting 20% in Jun 2025.

Some experts suggest the large cyclosporiasis
outbreak reveals weaknesses in the US food
safety system. Cases from the outbreak were
unusually high. However, recall numbers remain
stable, and changes in testing and food distribution
may explain increases in reported outbreaks and
cases. 

An EF-0 tornado touched down in Surry County
causing limited damage. September is one of
Virginia’s busiest months for tornados, usually
spurred by tropical activity. Severe storms also
caused flash flooding in parts of the US Northeast.

Spotlight Food Safety System 

FDA Inspections by Fiscal Year 
Food/Cosmetics 

FDA inspections were reduced during the COVID-19
pandemic. Inspection rates have not returned to pre-
pandemic levels overall, including inspections within
the food/cosmetics category as pictured above. Note:

data for FY2026 is incomplete and preliminary. 
Image Source:  FDA 

https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-august-was-worlds-joint-hottest-month-record-pushing-global-temperatures-back-above
https://datadashboard.fda.gov/oii/cd/inspections.htm
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/news/national-climate-202608
https://apnews.com/article/hurricanes-atlantic-el-nino-warming-oceans-53993f467ae90f20eff5976bf144c8e3
https://www.cdc.gov/cyclosporiasis/outbreaks/07-26/index.html
https://www.fda.gov/food/outbreaks-foodborne-illness/investigation-multistate-outbreak-cyclospora-illnesses-iceberg-lettuce-july-2026
https://www.governor.virginia.gov/media/governorvirginiagov/governor-of-virginia/pdf/eo/eo-21-declaration-of-emergency-due-to-severe-drought.pdf
https://www.deq.virginia.gov/water/water-quantity/drought
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-daily-global-sea-surface-temperature-breaks-2024-record
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-daily-global-sea-surface-temperature-breaks-2024-record
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-august-was-worlds-joint-hottest-month-record-pushing-global-temperatures-back-above
https://climate.copernicus.eu/copernicus-august-was-worlds-joint-hottest-month-record-pushing-global-temperatures-back-above
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-25-107571
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-25-107571
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-25-107571
https://www.gao.gov/products/gao-25-107571
https://www.gao.gov/assets/gao-25-107571.pdf
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2026/02/16/fda-and-usda-staff-cuts-under-trump-raise-food-safety-risks/
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/fda-food-inspector-vacancies-trump-hiring-freeze/
https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jama/fullarticle/2853276?resultClick=1
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0140673626015497
https://www.reuters.com/legal/litigation/cyclosporiasis-outbreak-exposes-weakened-us-public-health-system-2026-09-04/
https://virginiamercury.com/2026/09/01/repub/a-summer-of-recalls-exposes-holes-in-the-nations-food-safety-net/
https://datadashboard.fda.gov/oii/cd/recalls.htm
https://epi.ufl.edu/2025/09/08/why-is-food-making-us-sick-unpacking-the-rise-of-food-borne-illnesses/
https://www.wavy.com/news/local-news/surry-county/ef-0-tornado-appears-near-spring-grove-in-surry-county/
https://apnews.com/article/flash-flooding-connecticut-new-york-new-jersey-0eb9d3e5b487825ff0873f0b72465e40
https://datadashboard.fda.gov/oii/cd/inspections.htm
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