HLT 193 COMMUNITY HEALTH WORKER COURSE @ PVCC

SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR HLT 193

COURSE OVERVIEW

“A community health worker is a frontline public health worker who is a trusted member of and/or has
an unusually close understanding of the community served. This trusting relationship enables the
worker to serve as a liaison/link/intermediary between health/social services and the community to
facilitate access to services and improve the quality and cultural competence of service delivery. A
community health worker also builds individual and community capacity by increasing health
knowledge and self-sufficiency through a range of activities such as outreach, community education,
informal counseling, social support and advocacy.”

—American Public Health Association

This is a four (4) credit course offered for the first time at Piedmont Virginia Community College and
the first Community Health Worker (CHW) course offered through the Virginia Community College
System (VCCS). In addition to receiving college credit for this course, students will gain an
understanding of the CHW role, enhance employable CHW skills, learn foundational concepts in
community health and health promotion, apply preventive health knowledge, practice outreach and
advocacy skills in their community, and connect directly with many local agencies and services.

The course places primary emphasis on training CHWs to serve as valuable members of care teams
and/or as system and community navigators. Students looking for CHW employment at the end of the
course will be able to work with PVCC’s Network2Work Program in order to connect with local living
wage jobs.

SCHOLARSHIP OVERVIEW

Scholarship applications will be accepted on a rolling basis through the first
evening of class on Tuesday, January 14, 2020.

20 scholarships are available to course participants in the spring 2020 course through a grant from the
Virginia Department of Health’s State Office of Rural Health. Scholarships will cover the cost of the
course (S600). Scholarships will be processed on a rolling basis; you will be notified as soon as the
Scholarship Committee has reached a decision about your application. Due to grant requirements,



applicants from Louisa and Nelson Counties and applicants looking for employment in the CHW field
will receive prioritization. However, we encourage all interested participants to apply for a scholarship
regardless of geographic location and reason for taking the course. We anticipate awarding some
scholarships to applicants in all categories listed below.

Scholarship prioritization is as-follows:

GEOGRAPHY
1. Residents of Nelson and Louisa Counties
2. Residents of Albemarle, Fluvanna, and Greene Counties
3. Residents of the City of Charlottesville
4. Residents from areas outside the Thomas Jefferson Health District / Planning District 10

REASON FOR TAKING COURSE

Applicants interested in paid Community Health Worker positions upon course completion
Applicants currently working as volunteer or paid CHWs, peer support specialists, in client-
facing roles, or other community outreach and systems navigation positions

3. Applicants currently working in client-facing positions

4. Current PVCC students studying nursing or other health professions

5. Current PVCC students and community members taking the course for personal enrichment
and/or as a general studies requirement

TIMELINE AND STEPS FOR COURSE ENROLLMENT

e If you would like to apply for a scholarship to take this course, before registering for the course,
complete the scholarship application.

e The Scholarship Committee will make scholarship decisions on a rolling basis—typically within
1-2 weeks of receiving your application—and notify you directly about their decision.

e If you are not selected for a scholarship, you are still welcome to register for the course, but will
need to pay for the course yourself.

Note for current PVCC students: this is a for-credit PVCC course. HLT 193 does not currently fulfill
requirements for a particular course of study so the course is not financial aid eligible. However, the
course can be used to fulfill a general studies requirement.

FOR COMMUNITY MEMBERS WHO ARE NOT CURRENT PVCC STUDENTS:

1. Once notified that you have received a scholarship, you MUST first apply to PVCC for admission:
https://www.apply.vccs.edu/applications/vces/apply.html?application id=4092.

2. Once accepted for admission, follow instructions below for current PVCC students.



Note: you will have to list a program of study (e.g. liberal arts or general studies) or indicate that you
are taking the course for personal enrichment.

FOR CURRENT PVCC STUDENTS:

1. Register for HLT 193 (registration process is the same as for any other PVCC course).

2. If you have received confirmation of a scholarship award, DO NOT pay for the course. PVCC
course staff will notify the Cashier’s Office to put a hold on your account for this particular
course and arrange for payment out of the scholarship fund. You should not be billed or receive
any invoices for HLT 193.

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Important qualities for a CHW include someone Important qualities for a CHW include someone
who is: who has:

e Open e Good observation skills

e Trusted in their community(ies) e Strong communication and listening

e Responsible skills

e Eagertolearn e A commitment to your community

e Committed to health for self and others e Natural leadership qualities

Please complete the application on the following page and submit to:

Email: putnam.ivey@vdh.virginia.gov

Drop off: Charlottesville/Albemarle Health
Department, Entrance #3

1138 Rose Hill Drive

Charlottesville, VA 22903

Mail: Charlottesville/Albemarle Health
Department

Attn: Putnam Ivey de Cortez

1138 Rose Hill Drive

Charlottesville, VA 22903

Attn: Putnam Ivey de Cortez

For any questions, call: Putnam lvey de Cortez, Scholarship Coordinator
(434) 972-6241 office
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HLT 193 CHW COURSE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

Please fill out the following information and answer the questions completely:
First Name: Last Name:
Email address:

Phone #:

[ 1s this a cell phone? [] Or, home phone/other phone?

1. Are you available Tuesday and Thursday evenings from 5:30-7:30 PM? Can you take the HLT 193
course in-person at PVCC from Tuesday, January 14 through Thursday, May 7, 20207 Are you able
to complete coursework, including regular homework assignments which will include outreach to
your peers, neighbors, family, and others?

E Yes
D No

Where do you live?

D Albemarle County D Nelson County

D Fluvanna County D City of Charlottesville
D Greene County D Other city/county in VA
D Louisa County D Outside VA

What is your primary reason for taking this course? (check all that apply)

D | would like to find employment as a paid CHW upon course completion

D | currently work (paid or volunteer) as a CHW, promotora de salud, peer support specialist,
outreach worker, or systems/patient navigator and would like to take a formal CHW training

D | currently work in a client-facing role (e.g. front desk, greeter, nurse, clinician, etc.) at my
organization and would like to learn more about available community services and resources in
order to better support our clients

D | am a current PVCC student studying nursing or another health profession



|:| I am a current PVCC student interested in taking this course as a general studies requirement

I:I I am a community member interested in taking this course for personal enrichment

1. CHWs are typically trusted members of and/or someone who has an unusually close understanding

of the community they serve. Do you consider yourself part of any specific community group(s)?

Examples include:

a.

A neighborhood (e.g. Esmont, Southwood,
Fifeville, Columbia, Arrington)

A population (e.g. first generation college
student, immigrant, refugee, LGBTQ+, or
someone with lived experience of
incarceration, having a chronic condition

If so, please describe:

such as diabetes, disability, not having
insurance, etc.)

A faith congregation

A particular organization (e.g. public
housing residents’ association, community
coalition, food justice advocate, youth
group, etc.)

2. How did you learn about this course and scholarship opportunity?

Why are you interested in the CHW course and/or becoming a CHW?

4. What experience do you have in community organizing, advocacy and/or speaking out for things
that are important to your community?

5. Who has influenced your health choices in life?

% %k *x

We look forward to receiving your scholarship application! You will be notified of a scholarship decision
within 1-2 weeks of submitting an application (or sooner if submitted close to course start date)
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