Access!

Virginia Department of Health, Office of Health Policy & Planning – Your Partner of Choice

Spring Issue
April 2003

Mission:  to improve access to health care for underserved populations in Virginia

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]



Inside This Issue

1
The First Annual Governor’s Conference on Covering the Uninsured

2
Updates

3
Upcoming Events

[image: image3.png]






The First Annual Governor’s Conference on Covering the Uninsured


OHPP	
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Secretary Jane Woods





The Honorable Jane H. Woods, the Secretary of Health and Human Resources, the Virginia Department of Health, the Department of Medical Assistance Services, Anthem, Eastern Virginia Medical School/Sentara, Bon Secours Health System, and the Edward Via Virginia College of Osteopathic Medicine, in partnership with over thirty other Virginia organizations hosted the First Annual Governor's Conference on Covering the Uninsured. 





The conference theme was "Tools for Building Solutions for Virginia's Uninsured.” It was attended by over 450 people and many had to be placed on a waiting list. The purpose of this event was to raise awareness and build solutions to the problem of the uninsured.
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  From l-r (Ken Studer, Rene Cabral-Daniels, Juan


	    Williams)





Speakers included Juan Williams, Writer, Political Analyst, and Senior Correspondent for National Public Radio, Dr. Sheldon M. Retchin, Senior Executive Vice President and C.E.O. of VCU Health System, Jane H. Woods, Secretary of Health and Human Resources, and Patrick W. Finnerty, Director of the Department of Medical Assistance Services.





A website featuring conference presentations and materials is presently being developed.  Additionally, activities are underway to plan for next year's conference. Please call Carrolle Anne Smith at (804) 371-2909 if you are interested in serving on the planning committee. (
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Members of the conference planning committee


l-r (Adrienne Fegans, Cheryl Roberts, Denise Daly, Kathy Wibberly, Rene Cabral-Daniels, Matt Loscalzo)














    











OHPP Director Invited to Serve on the NRHA Government Affairs Committee





Rene S. Cabral-Daniels, J.D., M.P.H., Director of the VDH Office of Health Policy and Planning has been invited to serve on the National Rural Health Association’s Government Affairs Committee.  The Government Affairs is responsible for, among other things, developing strategies to ensure that the association’s public policies are fully addressed and communicated and overseeing the development of the annual Rural Health Policy Institute program.








VDH Staff Make Presentation on Health Professional Shortage Area (HPSA) Designation


On April 9, Chandra Shrestha, Health Economist in the VDH Office of Health Policy & Planning, made a presentation on HPSA designation at a workshop on "Accessing Health Resources for Your Community" held in Roanoke.  The workshop was coordinated by the Virginia Primary Care Association.  Topics covered during Chandra’s presentation included the purpose of shortage designation, benefits of shortage designation, types of designation, scope of designation, basis for designation, and key requirements for designation.  The workshop was attended by a group of 34 health care professionals and administrators as well as local government and human services professionals interested in improving health care in their communities.


VDH Staff Awarded Scholarship to Attend AHRQ Conference


The VDH Office of Health Policy & Planning (OHPP) received a scholarship from the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) to have a staff member attend a conference on "Using Evidence to Guide Health Policy Decisions in Times of Fiscal Constraint" to be held May 14-16 in San Francisco.  The workshop is designed to provide state and local health care policy makers with the skills to improve the outcomes and quality of health care, reduce its costs, and broaden access to effective health care services.  Topics covered in the workshop include principles of evidence-based decision making; technology assessment methods; different forms of cost analyses; reliable sources of scientific evidence from a variety of public and private sector sources; and health care innovations and implications for public policy.  The scholarship provides roundtrip airfare, and covers the workshop package price of $775 as well as meals.  Chandra Shrestha, Health Economist in the OHPP, will attend the workshop. (
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Exciting News!!








Upcoming Events
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Please Save the Afternoon


OHPP





Cross-Cultural Communication in Health Care:


Building Organizational Capacity


Wednesday, June 4, 2003


1:00 - 3:30 p.m. - Eastern Time


More details at: � HYPERLINK "http://www.hrsa.gov/financeMC/broadcast" ��http://www.hrsa.gov/financeMC/broadcast


�


Dialogue and brainstorming will occur after the satellite broadcast in the community room 223 at VDH from 3:30PM - 5:00PM.  Emphasis will be on available resources and ways to pool resources and/or develop creative solutions that could serve to reduce the financial burden while providing greater access to meaningful and quality language access services. There are a number of interesting ideas that have already surfaced, including the possibility of establishing regional pool funds for interpreters, leveraging contracts for telephonic interpretation through multi-agency agreements, developing a pilot project for Medicaid/SCHIP reimbursement using federal administrative match money, etc.  With great minds at the table, it is believed that many other opportunities will surface.  This is the first step in some potentially ongoing networking, collaboration, and opportunities around this issue.  





If you or others might be interested in this


dialogue (or if you would prefer that someone else is the contact for your organization/agency), please send contact info (name, organization, email, and phone) to Kathy Wibberly at:                





� HYPERLINK "mailto: kwibberly@vdh.state.va.us" ��kwibberly@vdh.state.va.us �





so that she can ensure that we have adequate space.  Light refreshments will be provided to keep up energy levels since this is taking place during the mid afternoon siesta time block :-).  If travel is an issue, let Kathy know and OHPP can try to work on getting the satellite feed into a health department site near you and have you participate with us in the dialogue via videoconference. Thanks and looking forward to this dialogue! (
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1500 E. Main Street, Suite 227


Richmond, Virginia 23219


(804) 786-4891  Fax: (804) 371-0116


� HYPERLINK "www.vdh.state.va.us/primcare/index.html" ��www.vdh.state.va.us/primcare/index.html
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