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CANCER
· Cancer is not a single disease, but actually represents more than 100 distinct diseases.

· Cancer is the second leading cause of death and the leading cause of death for people under age 85 in Virginia. 
· Between 1997 and 2001, more than 135,000 cases of cancer were diagnosed in Virginia, and more than 65,000 people in Virginia died from cancer. 
· Risk Factors

· Tobacco use
· Poor nutrition

· Lack of physical activity
· Being overweight or obese

· Environmental carcinogens

· UV rays from the sun 
· Family history of cancer
· Screening, or early detection, can find cancer earlier when it is most treatable. When cancer can be detected at an earlier stage of the disease, the chance of surviving five years or more is greater. 
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