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Professional Development Committee 

Courtyard by Marriott-Northside – Glen Allen, Virginia 

January 7, 2009 

10:30 am 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: Staff: Others: 

Randy Abernathy – Chair Donna Hurst Warren Short Connie Purvis 
Dave Cullen  Thomas Nevetral Marcia Pescitani 
Billy Altman  Greg Neiman  

Dr. Charles Lane  Chad Blosser  

Kathy Eubank  Dr. George Lindbeck  

Holly Frost  David Edwards  

Nick Klimenko    

    

    

    

 
Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

I. Welcome The meeting was called to order at 11:20 am  

   

II. Introductions Members of the Committee and guests introduced themselves.  

   

III. Approval of Agenda The Committee reviewed the Agenda for today’s meeting (Attached) Approved as presented by General 

Consent 

   

IV. Approval of Minutes The Committee reviewed the minutes of the October 8, 2008 meeting (ATTACHMENT-A) Motion By: Dave Cullen 

To: Accept the minutes as 

presented 

Seconded by: Nick Klimenko 

 

Vote: Unanimously Approved 

   

V. Reports of Committee 

Members 

  

 a. Officer Reports – None 
b. Reports of Committee Members 

i. Medical Direction Committee – Dr. Lindbeck 
a. Next things to tackle are statewide protocols and drugbox 
b. Medical Director Endorsement is on 1 year variance to allow around 250 

OMDs extra time to complete the requirements. The variance Expires 31-
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

AUG-2009 
i. The American College of Emergency Physicians has an online 

course that is equivalent to the Virginia OMD Course. The Medical 
Direction Committee is preparing a Virginia Specific Component 
that OMDs will need to complete after the ACEP course. 

c. Want to work on developing Guidelines for Medical Direction on Trauma 
Triage, STEMI, Stroke Care etc. 

 
There was discussion among the Committee members and Dr. Lindbeck about 
OMD’s not doing what is necessary to stay endorsed and how that sets a poor 
example for the providers who must meet the requirements set by their OMD to 
maintain their certifications. 
 
Dr. Lane entered and discussed some of the credentialing issues that face 
Physicians as well as the discussion on Scope of Practice 
 
Dr. Lindbeck would also like to take a look at online Medical Direction and how 
it works across the state. 

 
 

c. Office of EMS 
i. Division of Educational Development-Warren Short 

1. Updates- Looking at several different options. 8 Instructors will 
expire in January and 39 will expire in February without an 
Update. We are looking at offering a live internet update. There is 
no Instructor who will lose their Instructor because an update 
hasn’t been offered. 

2. Education standards have been finalized on the National Level 
and should be implemented by NHTSA in 2011 

3. Practice Analysis should be complete by the end of the summer. 
This will be used to develop the next version of the Virginia 
Certification Exams. At Symposium we had a group that 
reviewed the proposed Practice Analysis. 

4. At their last meeting the Advisory Board rejected the proposal 
forwarded by the Medical Direction Committee and voted to 
maintain all the Intermediate level in Virginia. 

5. Scope of Practice – MDC will be addressing tomorrow. Should 
have a product by summer. 

6. The Office has made changes to our webpage for Instructors. We 
are continuing to make enhancements to this interface. 
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

7. Travel has been restricted and we could see further cuts in the 
future. Considering a reduction in the number of PDC meetings. 

 
The Committee had discussion on the budget issues and impact on the 
Office. 
 
8. We are looking to release information regarding the bar code 

scanners very soon. 
ii. ALS Training Specialist – Tom Nevetral 

1. ALS-Coordinator Seminar this weekend. 60 invited 30 will attend 
2. December 31, 2008 ST/CT Transition is complete. Around the 

first of December still had around 50 people who needed to 
transition, but expect most of them had completed the transition 
but had not submitted their waivers and were waiting for the last 
minute. 

 
The Committee had a discussion about issues with National Registry. 
Poor customer service continues. Holly Frost discussed concerns with 
why Registry continues to require SSN’s on their rosters. Randy 
Abernathy asked if any of the Atlantic EMS Council States were 
considering leaving Registry. Warren responded that many states are 
assessing that issue right now. 
  

iii. BLS Training Specialist – Greg Neiman 
1. EMS Instructor Updates – Still making decisions about the 

Updates for 2009. Information should be forthcoming soon. 
2. EMS Instructor Institute - Next Institute will be January 24-28, 

2009 in the Tidewater Area. All eligible Candidates have been 
invited (30) and 20 have responded. Next Practical is scheduled 
for April 2009. 

3. Practical Exam Pilot: A Pilot of the new Practical Exam was 
conducted as the EMT-Instructor Practical on December 6, 2008 
at Tidewater Community College. It was extremely successful. 25 
Candidates tested and 24 passed. Within 2.5 hours all had 
completed their initial test. Feedback from candidates and staff 
was very positive, even from a couple of evaluators who had 
initial negative ideas going into the test. Most of the candidates 
received specifics on the exam with only 1 month notice. No 
changes were identified and we are ready to begin rolling this out 
for full implementation on September 1, 2009. 
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

iv. Funding and Accreditation 
1. Accreditation Update – no changes. (ATTACHMENT-B) 

1. National College Harrisonburg Campus has a Paramedic 
Site Visit scheduled for January. 

2. OEMS has received the James City Fire Intermediate Self-
study, no date set for Site Visit yet. 

3. Rappahannock EMS Council – Instead of renewing their I 
Accreditation, they have submitted a Paramedic Self 
Study. 

4. Paramedic Site visit was recently conducted at the Center 
for EMS in Portsmouth. The paperwork is being submitted 
to Dr. Lindbeck for review. 

5. Paramedic Site visit was recently conducted at Danville 
Training Center. Some issues were identified and have 
been communicated back to the program for correction so 
they can receive their 1 year conditional accreditation. 

6. National Accreditation in 2013 for NREMT Paramedic 
Testing: Chad has recommended that new programs go 
directly to CoAEMSP instead of doing a State and then 
National Self-study. CoAEMSP has come back to 
programs and said they would not accept the Self Study 
until the program has graduated at least 1 class. However, a 
program can’t conduct courses until they are accredited in 
Virginia so with this apparent catch-22, OEMS is working 
with CoAEMSP to figure out a way through this issue. 

2. EMSTF – On December 17, 2008 Chad had sent out an e-mail 
advising that all $3M had been committed and we were no longer 
accepting contracts through fiscal year 2009. Additional monies 
have been located after a thorough review and a new letter will go 
out advising of the availability of additional funds. The future of 
EMS Training funds is bleak. As listed in Governor Kaine’s 
2008-10 Budget Reduction Plan 
(http://dpb.virginia.gov/budget/buddoc09/pdf/partd/governorkain
es20082010reductionplan.pdf) 

 
“Redirect the new "4-for-Life" revenue to the Department of State Police 
Transfers the revenue generated from motor vehicle registration fees to the State Police's 
medevac program. Revenue generated by the additional $0.25 of the fee, approved by the 2008 
General Assembly, is deposited into the Rescue Squad Assistance Fund and used only to pay 
for the costs associated with the certification and recertification training of emergency medical 
services personnel. The revenue, $1.6 million, will now be used to support med-flight missions. 
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 
This a language-only amendment. The Department of State Police is supplanting general fund 
appropriation equal to the new "4-for-Life" revenue as part of the Governor's 2008-2010 
Reduction Plan. The nongeneral fund appropriation increase is included in the Department of 
State Police's budget for FY 2010.” 
If the budget passes as proposed and is signed into law the EMSTF will suffer a huge loss. The 
removal of the $1.6M will bring the available funds for EMS Training to $1.2 to $1.4M. Over 
the next few months the Office will be reviewing which of the EMS funding categories may 
need to be cut in order to continue the program and offer what we can to the EMS Community. 
  
There was discussion by members of the Committee. 

 
3. TRAINVirginia/Online CE- 
  TRAINVirginia has seen a steady increase in use since its 
  inception. Comments are generally positive although some 
  providers continue to have browser compatibility issues 
  that affect their ability to receive CE after the program 
  ends. Providers are encouraged to read the information and 
  test their browsers prior to taking hours online. 

v. Other OEMS Information-none 

   

VI. Previous Business   

  The Committee reviewed the comments that had been received about the tabled documents 
(ATTACHMENT-C) 
a. Tabled-Proposal from the BLS Curriculum Update Committee (ATTACHMENT-D) 
 The Committee discussed the proposal. 
 
 
 
 
b. Tabled-Proposal from the EMS Instructor Credentialing Committee (ATTACHMENT-E) 
 
 
 
 The Committee discussed the proposal. 
 
 
2., A.,iv. Receive endorsement from the appropriate Regional Council Committee in which the applicant 
will teach. 

Motion by: Nick Klimenko 

To take the proposal off the table 

Seconded by: Dave Cullen 

 

Vote: Unanimously approved 

 

 

 

Motion to take the proposal off the 

table. 

By: Dr. Charles Lane 

Second by Dave Cullen 

 

Amendment by Dave Cullen to 

change item 2, A, iv and renumber. 

No second received. Amendment 

fails. 

 

Vote:  4 Aye 

 1 Nay (Dave Cullen) 
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Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

   

VII. New Business Appointment of Vice-Chairman of Committee to ensure continuity. Dr. Lindbeck has graciously 
accepted 

Accepted by unanimous consent 

   

VIII. Public Comment Dave Edwards reminded the committee that Mandatory Reporting for suspected Child Abuse goes into 
effect on March 1, 2009 (Birth-age of 18) 
ALS-C Meeting February 6, 2008 at Charlottesville-Albemarle Rescue Squad in Charlottesville @ 
10am 

 

   

IX. Dates for 2009 Meetings a. January 7, 2009 
b. April 8, 2009 
c. July 8, 2009 
d. October 7, 2009 

 

   

X. Adjourn Meeting adjourned at 2:50pm   

 



 

 

Professional Development Committee 
Wednesday, January 7, 2009 

Courtyard by Marriott North/Glen Allen - Innsbrook 
10:30 AM 
Agenda 

 
 

I. Welcome 
II. Introductions 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of Minutes from October 8, 2008 
V. Reports of Committee Members 

a. Officer Reports 
b. Reports of Committee Members 

i. Medical Direction Committee - Dr. Charles Lane 
ii. Others 

c. Office of EMS  
i. Division of Educational Development-Warren Short, OEMS 
ii. ALS Training Specialist- Tom Nevetral, OEMS 
iii. BLS Training Specialist-Greg Neiman, OEMS 
iv. Funding and Accreditation-Chad Blosser, OEMS 
v. Other OEMS Information 

 

VI. Previous Business 
a. TABLED-Proposal from the BLS Curriculum Review Ad-hoc Committee 
b. TABLED-Proposal from the EMS Instructor Credentialing Committee 

 

VII. New Business 
VIII. Public Comment 
IX. Dates for 2009 Meetings 

a. January 7, 2009 
b. April 8 2009 
c. July 8, 2009 
d. October 7, 2009 

X. Adjourn 
 



 

 

 

 

Attachment: A to the 

January 7, 2009 PDC Minutes 

 

Approved 

October 8, 2008  

Minutes of the PDC 
 



 

ATTACHMENT:A to the January 7, 2009 Minutes of the Professional Development Committee (PDC) 

Professional Development Committee 

Marriott West - Richmond, Virginia 

October 8, 2008 

10:30 am 
 

Members Present: Members Absent: Staff: Others: 

Randy Abernathy – Chair Jeffrey Reynolds Scott Winston Kate Passow 
Dave Cullen Billy Altman-excused Michael Berg Melinda Duncan 
Holly Frost EMS-C Representative Warren Short Linda Johnson 
Dr. Charles Lane  Greg Neiman Teresa Ashcraft 
Kathy Eubank  Chad Blosser Diane Hutchison 
Donna Hurst  Dr. George Lindbeck  

Nicholas Klimenko    

    

    

    

 
Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

I. Welcome The meeting was called to order at 10:40 am  

   

II. Introductions Members of the Committee  and guests introduced themselves  

   

III. Approval of Agenda The Committee reviewed the Agenda for today’s meeting (Attached) Approved by General Consent 

   

IV. Approval of Minutes Reviewed the minutes of the July 9, 2008 meeting (ATTACHMENT: A) Motion by: Dr Charles Lane 

To: Accept the minutes as 

presented. 

Seconded by: Dave Cullen 

 

Vote: Unanimously Approved 

   

V. Reports of Committee 

Members 

  

 a. Officer Reports – Randy Abernathy and Dr. George Lindbeck went to the Atlantic EMS 
Council in Annapolis, MD in August 2008. A lot of interesting information was exchanged. 

b. Reports of Committee Members –  
a. Medical Direction – Dr. Charles Lane – Discussion of the Scope of Practice and 

discussion on disseminating information to the field, Stemi initiatives, and EMS 
training on Certified Professional Midwives and their role in the field. 

b. Others – Dr. George Lindbeck discussed the Scope of Practice Committee. Met last 

 



 

ATTACHMENT:A to the January 7, 2009 Minutes of the Professional Development Committee (PDC) 

Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

week and worked on the formulary. The recommendation will be coming forward to 
include an Intermediate Level, however it is important to note it is not set as I-99. 
Focusing on Education Standards will set Educational Minimums and State SoP will 
set Operational Maximums. The SoP needs to be fluid and allow flexibility to adjust 
to changes (i.e. 2010 AHA Guidelines). 

i. OMD Endorsement- Still looking at this issue. By July 2008 only 27 OMD’s 
had completed the process and 50 had paperwork in the process. Proposal to 
take 5 yrs and make it a 2 yr endorsement to coincide with State License. 
Comprised of 8 hours of training; 4hrs of VA specific information and 4hrs 
of  other information. Will need to take 4 hours of Update every 2 years. 
Standard OMD Course is going to be offered online as well, with a VA 
section. 

 
 

c. Office of EMS 
i. Division of Educational Development-Warren Short 

1. Staffing – CTS Position – with the current budget issues, this 
position stays on hold. 

2. Due to budget issues, the Ad-hoc Committees will be holding 
their last meetings this month. It may require PDC to decrease in 
their number of meetings as well. 

1. Scott Winston expanded on the budget issues facing the 
Office. A full 15% reduction may be implemented in the 
Department of Health ~ $25 million. EMS may be asked to 
pony up a higher share of the revenue than other offices in 
the Health Department. The Governor’s announcement on 
the Budget Reduction Plan either today or tomorrow and 
the overall plan presented to the General Assembly in 
December. 

3. NASEMSEO met out in Tacoma, Washington. Gary Brown and 
Dr. Lindbeck attended.  

1. Dr. Lindbeck was elected to represent the Medical 
Directors from the East Coast. 

2. There is an interest in self-testing within the states. 
3. Many states are announcing that they are keeping an 

Intermediate Level. 
4. Accreditation is becoming an issue. A lot of discussion 

about who is exactly in charge of that, NR or NHTSA? NR 
position may be softening. Either way, Virginia is already 
there. 



 

ATTACHMENT:A to the January 7, 2009 Minutes of the Professional Development Committee (PDC) 

Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

5. Air medical issues continue on the national stage. 
6. Gary Brown apologizes that he could not attend today. 
7. Dr. Lindbeck advised that Registry is not interested in 

continuing testing the I level. 
8. There was supposed to be a vote that required that every 

state should have a plan on how to prepare for the 
requirements of NR but it is unknown about the outcome. 

9. Randy Abernathy asked about how the ability to take the 
Registry Written Exam to recertify instead of CE affects 
recertification in Virginia. Warren advised that there is no 
change in recert requirements in VA. 

10. National EMS Education Standards – Final Draft is at 
NHTSA. Look to go into effect after adopted in 2011 to 
allow publishers time to prepare materials. 

11. Have new Scanners that the Office is testing for scanning 
of CE. 

a. Piloted at 2008 VAVRS Convention. 
b. Will be used at 2008 Symposium. 
c. Plan is: once testing is complete, the standards 

will be made available and will allow people to 
purchase scanners and the software. After an 
orientation and IT Security Agreement is signed, 
they will be able to be used. 

i. Randy asked about RSAF availability to 
purchase scanners and Warren replied 
that he would support that decision. 

 
ii. ALS Training Specialist – Warren Short 

1. ALS-C in July 60 people  one of whom is a Physician. 
1. Next one is tentatively scheduled for January in the 

Tidewater Region 
 
 

iii. BLS Training Specialist – Greg Neiman 
1. EMS Instructor Updates – Only 5 updates scheduled for 2008. 

The most recent, September 27, 2008 at 9am at the VAVRS 
Convention in VA Beach was well attended by 50+ 
Instructors/ALS Coordinators. We continue to work on placing 
the Update on VATrain, but do not have a rollout date. The next 
update is scheduled for this Saturday in NOVA at the Fairfax 



 

ATTACHMENT:A to the January 7, 2009 Minutes of the Professional Development Committee (PDC) 

Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

County Fire & EMS 
2. EMS Instructor Institute – At the Institute in Winchester 

September 13-17 20 people attended. 6 Fire Instructors bridged to 
EMT Instructor, 1 person completed a missing lecture and 13 
providers attended. Of those, 3 received conditional and are 
working to teach their 50 hours with another Instructor. 

1. Next Institute is tentatively scheduled for the end of 
January 2009 in Tidewater.  

a. Eligibility Deadline November 8, 2008 
2. Next Practical is scheduled for December 2008 in 

Tidewater. 
a. We will be piloting the new EMT Practical Exam 

at this Instructor Practical. 
iv. Funding and Accreditation 

1. EMSTF- See Attachment (ATTACHMENT: B) 
2. Accreditation Update – See Attachment (ATTACHMENT: C) 

v. Regulations 
a. Final input will come from MDC next week and will move forward. January 

1, 2010 is very optimistic for implementation. 

   

VI. Ad-hoc Committee 

Reports 

a. BLS Curriculum Review – Linda Johnson, Chair – Last Meeting was yesterday, October 7, 
2008. The Committee has completed the Accreditation Document for Competency-based EMT 
and will present it during New Business for consideration. This is an optional process. 
Comments should be forwarded in writing to Greg Neiman 
(Gregory.Neiman@vdh.virginia.gov) NLT December 1, 2008. If approved, it would start after 
the new regulations are promulgated. 

b. BLS Certification Evaluators Committee – Linda Johnson, Chair – NO REPORT. 
c. EMS Instructor Credentialing Committee – Nick Klimenko, Chair – The Committee met this 

Monday, October 6, 2008. The Committee received 7 written comments and spent a whole day 
revising the document. The revised document will be presented under New Business.  
Comments should be forwarded in writing to Greg Neiman 
(Gregory.Neiman@vdh.virginia.gov) NLT December 1, 2008. If approved it would start after 
the new regulations are promulgated. 

d. BLS Certification Test Committee – Jeffrey Reynolds, Chair – Greg Neiman reported that the 
last meeting was August 20, 2008. The committee continues to write the Practical Test Book 
for the new practical stations. Next meeting is October 15, 2008.   

 

 

   

VII. Previous Business None  

   



 

ATTACHMENT:A to the January 7, 2009 Minutes of the Professional Development Committee (PDC) 

Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

VIII. New Business a. Proposal from the BLS Curriculum Review Ad-hoc Committee (ATTACHMENT: D) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

b. Proposal from the EMS Instructor Credentialing Committee (ATTACHMENT: E) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
c. Electronic Resources for Registry Paramedic CAT – Holly Frost 

a. There are a number of issues reported from Nick Klimenko and Holly Frost 
i. Nick reported two students who took the exam within the last month could 

not see the ECG images on the screen and failed. The Pearson Vue rep could 
not help them and the Registry, when contacted on the phone that day, 
advised that they were sorry but there was nothing that could be done and the 
candidates would have to pay and retake the exam. 

Motion by: BLS Curriculum 

Update Committee 

To: Accept the BLS Accreditation 

Proposal as an alternative to the 

traditional EMT Program and 

delay consideration on this issue 

until the January 2009 PDC 

meeting to allow for public 

comment. 

 

No Second Required as it comes 

from a sub-committee 

 

Discussion 

Vote: Unanimously Approved 

 

 

Motion by: EMS Instructor 

Curriculum Ad-hoc Committee 

To: Accept the proposal to change 

the Instructor Certification process 

and delay consideration on this 

issue until the January 2009 PDC 

meeting to allow for public 

comment. 

 

No Second Required as it comes 

from a sub-committee 

 

Discussion 

 

Vote: Unanimously Approved 



 

ATTACHMENT:A to the January 7, 2009 Minutes of the Professional Development Committee (PDC) 

Topic/Subject Discussion Recommendations, Action/Follow-

up; Responsible Person 

ii. Holly reports strong candidates who are only being allowed to answer 
between 50 and 70 questions and are failing when the Registry states that the 
minimum should be 60 or 70 before a determination can be made. 

b. If other problems such as this occur please include Tom Nevetral at the Office so we 
can track and follow-up on them from the State level. 

 
d. STEMI VEHAC AHA VCAC- Enhance the spectrum of cardiac care. They will be putting 

together a “toolbox” to help EMS and non-cath hospitals deal with Heart Attack victims. 
Looking for Regional Plan to deal with STEMI patients. October 22nd roll-out. 

 
e. There is an AHA National Standard Survey that is being directed to EMS Agencies. Hosted 

online by AHA. The Medical Directors are encouraging agencies to participate so that the data 
for Virginia can be reviewed. There was discussion about what new things might we see 
coming from AHA in their new guidelines. 

   

IX. Public Comment Warren Short stated the Office’s appreciation to the Committee Chairs and the members of the Ad-hoc 
Committees for all of their time and effort over the last couple of years. 

 

   

X. Dates for 2009 Meetings Next PDC Meeting is scheduled for January 7, 2009, at the Marriott West - Innsbrook  

   

XI. Adjourn Motion to adjourn at 1358.  
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Professional Development Committee 
Wednesday, October 8, 2008 

Marriott West - Innsbrook 
10:30 AM 
Agenda 

I. Welcome 
II. Introductions 
III. Approval of Agenda 
IV. Approval of Minutes from July 9, 2008 
V. Reports of Committee Members 

a. Officer Reports 
b. Reports of Committee Members 

i. Medical Direction Committee - Dr. Charles Lane 
ii. Others 

c. Office of EMS  
i. Division of Educational Development-Warren Short, OEMS 
ii. ALS Training Specialist- Tom Nevetral, OEMS 
iii. BLS Training Specialist-Greg Neiman, OEMS 

1. EMS Instructor Updates 
2. EMS Instructor Institute 

iv. Funding and Accreditation-Chad Blosser, OEMS 
1. EMSTF 
2. Accreditation Update 

 

VI. Ad Hoc Committee Reports 
a. BLS Curriculum Review – Linda Johnson-Chair 
b. BLS Certification Evaluators Committee-Linda Johnson-Chair-NO REPORT 
c. EMS Instructor Credentialing – Nick Klimenko-Chair 
d. BLS Certification Test Committee-Jeffrey Reynolds-Chair 

VII. Previous Business 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

(over) 
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VIII. New Business 
a. Proposal from the BLS Curriculum Review Ad-hoc Committee 
b. Proposal from the EMS Instructor Credentialing Committee 
c. Electronic Resources for NR-Paramedic CAT-Holly Frost 

IX. Public Comment 
X. Dates for 2009 Meetings 

a. January 7, 2009 
b. April 8 2009 
c. July 8, 2009 
d. October 7, 2009 

XI. Adjourn
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